ISSUE 3: February 2019 - Special Anniversary Edition

Inside this issue we celebrate an incredible victory in Cornwall! and
reflect on our first year as a dedicated educational group. Spreading
the truth far and wide across the UK, with the dedication and support
of our regional groups!
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EDITORIAL

Don’t you get the feeling that those who protect our beloved wildlife will soon be
having the last laugh?
The farce that is trail hunting is steadily drawing a spotlight over itself, shining a light
for all to see just how ridiculous this ruse really is. On a scale of 1 to 10, I wonder
how stupid ‘they’ think people are? Pretty stupid I guess if ‘they’ thought the great
British public could be hoodwinked by so obvious a lie.
Across the country people are
gathering together and rising,
extraordinary people, with hearts
on fire, blazing with passion, and a
well balanced sense that ripping
apart another living, breathing
creature for fun, or so called ‘sport’
is not something a civilised society
will tolerate.
So not so stupid after all—nice try.
This issue is a celebration of our
first year, an amazing year of
making connections, sharing the
truth, astonishing victories and
ripping the lid off cruelty.
So let’s take a moment to let what
has been achieved really sink it. Feels good - yes?! Now pick up those wonderful
achievements and use them as kindling to light a fire under your next action, an
action that may very well see an end to foxhunting.

Together we can make a difference, Jane
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IN CELEBRATION OF OUR FIRST ANNIVERSAY!

The traditional image of well turned out nodding country folk on horseback belies a
dark and nasty world. The most indecent people; many of them in positions of power
are taking part in this iniquitous pastime.

When Pip moved to the West Country and saw the hunt passing her window, she
realised they were real, not just pictures in books. She was horrified that such cruelty
was taking place and so frequently. Initially she thought the hunt went out a couple
of times a year but found out that they go out several times a week all over the
country! Further investigation also highlighted that they are a business, whose
supporters pay to follow them during a hunt. They are to all intents and purposes
organised criminals, who blatantly flout the law, continuing to hunt foxes illegally
under the guise of trail hunting.
Lulu sabbed Fox and Cub Hunts for a few years and saw how effectively they keep
the lid on their dirty secret. They use violence and intimidation to oppress anyone
who tries to expose them; they discredit and vilify anyone who tries to stop them and
use loopholes and corruption to get away with their illegal killing. People needed to
know about this.
In parallel Pip set about making contacts (not easy as antis don't have a high profile)
and after quite a long time she got a phone call from a ‘real’ anti, who is also now a
member of our group. From there Pip became involved in the badger cull, which is
where our stories cross.
In 2017, during the Badger Cull Lulu met some brilliant women. Together they
leafleted, petitioned and protested. Their first outing was outside Waitrose, educating
about the Badger Cull and the Duchy’s involvement in it. It was such a success with
so many (country!) folk wanting to engage and know the truth. A few weeks later
they formed Action against Foxhunting, AAF. The aim; to expose and educate
peacefully and openly about the truth of foxhunting, face to face in public.
Pip is our leader and because of her, here we are a year later, all grown into a large
band of determined hard working people, and we're spreading, with groups forming
across the country!
(Continued page 4)
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IN CELEBRATION OF OUR FIRST ANNIVERSAY! - (continued from page 3)
From a small seed of an idea we continue to grow: Deborah in Cornwall came next;
then Pete in Wiltshire and Liane, all of whom joined in the grand AAF t-shirt and logo
debate, the latter being created so beautifully by Stephen. We have new groups
popping up over the entire country, our latest in Cheshire, Shropshire and Essex.
Some people come to us as seasoned activists who are already part of wildlife
protection groups, others come to us with less experience, but all come to us with a
passion to see an end to illegal foxhunting.
A turning point was our Sherborne Castle campaign, which came into being when the
hunt who met there, killed a fox right before our eyes. It was at this point we
realised that we could make an impact. The hunt no longer meets at Sherborne
Castle, and we will keep watch not just in Sherborne but everywhere where illegal
foxhunting continues.
We are a welcoming and friendly group that continues to grow in members, raising
awareness and taking action across the UK. It's shocking that AAF needs to exist at
all in 2019, but we will, along with all the other pressure groups, work together to
end foxhunting. Forever!
Co-founders
AAF - EDUCATING HUMANITY
AAF CORNWALL CELEBRATES HUGE VICTORY FOR FOXES!
AAF Cornwall has had a busy period! We have been putting together our final case to
present the petition to St Ives Council to ban The Western Hunt from the annual
feast. Our petition achieved an incredible 6000 signatures!
We are pleased to announce that we were successful!!!
The Western Hunt aren’t going to be invited to the St
Ives Feast in February this year or for the foreseeable
future!
The St Ives Feast is an ancient tradition that celebrates
the anniversary of the consecration of the Parish Church
of St Eia in 1434, and offers a rare chance to watch the
game of Hurling the Silver Ball, a centuries' old form of
rugby.
The Hunt had been in attendance at this Feast for 4-500
years and were greeted by the mayor. St Ives council was
extremely progressive in their thinking and stated it was
now outdated and anachronistic.
Also having the Hunt in attendance, didn’t fall in line with
the council’s new Animal Charter banning live animals
from public entertainment events. They were especially appalled by a statement on
the hunt’s own website stating they found it thrilling to chase a live animal and were
working hard to continue being able to do that.
The council didn’t feel The Hunt was an appropriate group to be involved in such a
family event. They decided it was dividing their community to such a large extent
that it was time for creating new traditions that could be enjoyed by everyone.
Deborah and the AAF Cornwall team
EDUCATING HUMANITY
4

ALL ROADS LEAD AROUND THE HUNTING ACT 2004
I read the Hunting Act 2004 on the train to London. The journey takes about two
hours and I thought that I would probably have just enough time to get through it.
However, I’d barely arrived at the next station down the line, and I found I had got
to the end of it. It’s a surprisingly quick read. It’s thin; there’s nothing much to it at
all.
The Hunting Act 2004 outlawed hunting in England and Wales. Scotland has its own
act, “The Protection Of Wild Mammals Act”, which came into force two years earlier.
In Northern Ireland, hunting and hare coursing are still legal.
Like all Acts, there are some definitions. “Hunting” means “any case where a person
engages or participates in the pursuit of a wild mammal and one or more dogs are
employed in that pursuit”. To hunt, a person needs to PURSUE a wild mammal with
a dog – they don’t even need to kill it. Pursuit is enough.
You’d have thought, then that this was all pretty straightforward. You’d have thought
a video of a pack of hounds, a group of huntsmen and women galloping over the
countryside in pursuit of a fox would be enough to convict them. There are plenty of
videos showing that. Despite this, convictions under the Hunting Act for foxhunting
are very rare indeed. Recently, I asked a policeman why this is. I have shortened his
answer considerably because it was rambling and (to me) sounded a bit like a list of
convenient excuses for not actually doing anything about it.
He said that the police didn’t have enough resources to keep an eye on the hunts. He
said that to secure a conviction, you have to prove “intent”. He said that it took a lot
of time and money to take a violation of the Hunting Act to court and given that the
likelihood of conviction is so low, it is not worth the resources. The policeman also
said it wasn’t his fault; he didn’t write the law. Fairly or unfairly, I swiftly drew the
conclusion that hunting violations are not a priority and the police have very little
interest in them whatsoever.
This means that policing the hunts has
been left to those of us who think that not
only should the law of the land be obeyed
but also that tearing a living creature
apart is morally wrong.
However,
anybody who has interrupted a hunt while
they are about their cruel and illegal
hobby knows exactly how unwelcome
they make us.

A few days ago, while I was sitting beside
a log fire in my friend’s lounge, we heard
a pack of hounds tearing past, in cry. We
leapt up, pulled on our boots and dashed
out to help the fox. The hounds were all
over the place, racing about in huge
circles, up the hill, under the gate and through the hedges. We saw a fox fleeing
from them. There were no riders in sight.
A minute later, a couple of hunt vehicles approached, and I stood in their way
holding my hand up for them to stop. They did stop about an inch away from me
(I think they thought I’d move) and I shouted at them to call their hounds off. Now
– remember the Hunting Act? Pursuing a wild animal with dogs is illegal. If they had
any respect for the law at all, the members of the hunt should have been as eager as
I was to stop the hounds.
(continued page 6)
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ALL ROADS LEAD AROUND THE HUNTING ACT 2004 - (continued from page 5)
Here were witnesses, right there, watching and filming. Climbing out of the hunt
vehicle was a huge man. He had his face covered. He approached me with
considerable and intentional menace. I am 58 years old and barely five foot tall. He
towered over me, shoving at me with his large stomach. He wanted to show me that
he was in charge and that I had no business interfering with a hunt. Those are not
the actions of a law-abiding decent citizen. Those are the actions of a criminal.
The question is this: what can we do about it?
The first thing is NOT TO ACCEPT
THINGS AS THEY ARE. Both the hunts
and the police are happy with the
status quo and it is our job to change it.
The police must be challenged. Every
time they fail to take action after a kill,
they must be challenged. If it happens
in your area, contact AAF and we will
help you to start a campaign. We did this
in Essex in October.
It is true that the police have no money. It is the present government who has cut
their money, many of whom engage in hunting. I don’t believe that I am being
far-fetched in saying that the establishment welcome this particular side-effect of
their budget cuts – that hunting is not policed. Consider that next time you vote.

If the body of the fox has been recovered, then there has to be an autopsy. The
autopsy will show without any doubt that dogs killed the fox. The RSPCA, who have
begun to get more involved with hunting, may well offer financial as well as practical
support.
The police need to be asked why they are making so little effort to PREVENT these
crimes from happening. This last year, there has been so much evidence showing
illegal hunting that very few people actually believe the old trail hunting lie any more.
The police have every reason to think that the hunts are breaking the law. The gangs
of criminals meet openly; they dress in a particular way; we all know what they are
doing. Some police forces are in fact taking action to prevent illegal hunting. In
Gloucester recently, the police used a helicopter to keep an eye on a hunt they
thought could have been breaking the law.
We need to make appointments to see our local Police Commissioners. It is their job
to liaise between the people and the police. We need to let them know that we want
wildlife crime prevention to be a priority. Again, contact AAF and we can let you
know how to approach the Police Commissioner in your area and what to ask them.
We need to campaign to have the law strengthened. I mentioned earlier that the
Hunting Act takes about twenty minutes to read and there is nothing much to it.
When a prosecution under the Hunting Act actually goes to court, any individual
decision or statement by the judge becomes “case law”. This means that the
judiciary has rewritten the law themselves; they could do this because the Act was
so thin. After fourteen years of case law, if the judiciary were anti-hunt, then the law
by now would have been strong.
The law is weak because case law has deliberately made it so. The Attorney General,
Geoffrey Cox, MP is a good example of a pro-hunt MP with power.
(Continued page 7)
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ALL ROADS LEAD AROUND THE HUNTING ACT 2004 - (continued from page 7)
He was recently pictured hosting the Lamerton Hunt at his home in Devon. It is
people like this man who have re-written the law in their favour and they must be
prevented from doing any more damage. The law-makers are our MPs. Make an
appointment to see your MP and ask him or her what they are intending to do about
it. Even if your MP is pro-hunt, still go and see them.
Scottish Parliament is intending to strengthen their current hunting law. In particular,
they intend to limit the number of dogs allowed to go out with a hunt to two.
Firstly, this proves beyond a doubt that illegal hunting is widespread and that the law
is inadequate, otherwise they wouldn’t bother to strengthen the act at all. We must
continue to push and campaign. The Protection of Wild Mammals Act came into force
two years before the Hunting Act. Maybe, in two years’ time, we will be seeing a similar strengthening of the English and Welsh act.
The next general election will be an interesting one. Last time, the message we gave
to the Conservatives and the hunters was loud, clear and unmistakeable. The vast
majority of people do not want the ban on foxhunting lifted. Nothing will persuade us
otherwise and any political party wanting to win votes will need to have us on their
side. They’ve started to get round us already: Chris Packham has been given a CBE;
there is a complete ban on ivory. Gove increased sentences for animal abuse.
Now is the time to write or see your MP. Now is the time to see your police
commissioner. Now is the time to get out there and say openly that you object to fox
hunting.

No matter how huge the man in the mask is, don’t back down and let him think he’s
in charge. If you back down, you are giving him all the power he needs.
Pip AAF HQ
EDUCATING HUMANITY
NEWS FROM HQ
Making Waves
In October, Essex Hunt killed a fox in front of the police. A young policewoman was
filmed as she sat laughing in her police car, with the torn body of the fox just feet
away from her. The police took no action whatsoever. AAF roused the members of
our FB group and asked them to email the Chief Constable of Essex Police asking him
to justify the actions of the laughing policewoman. We all received stock answers –
and then they stopped communicating with us at all. But, we had made our point.
The public expects the police to take action when there is a kill; Essex police now
know to be more careful in future. They also know we’re watching. A new group, AAF
Essex, stepped forward, gathered themselves together at astonishing speed and
arranged an outreach event in Essex by the end of the following week.
Not long afterwards, we began a campaign highlighting the ridiculous number of
licences that had been granted by the National Trust to the Dartmoor Hunt. National
Dis-Trust wanted this to be made very public, and we did our best to raise
awareness. Again, we asked our FB followers to email – this time to Hilary McGrady
of the National Trust. And once again, they did so in their hundreds. Once again,
after receiving a stock reply, our target went silent. Did we have an effect? We think
so. Several of the dates given to the Dartmoor Hunt were cancelled. A couple of
hunts who had dates on other NT properties had their licences cancelled. They all
know we’re watching.
(Continued page 8)
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NEWS FROM HQ - (continued from page 7)
Making Waves
With December approaching, AAF wanted to make a dent in the fiasco known as the
Boxing Day Meet. We designed and printed a new leaflet, aimed at the general public
– those who go along to see the “fine sight” of a public hunt meet. We sent these
leaflets out to anyone who asked. Our volunteers pounded the pavements in many
places – Devon, Cornwall, Dorset, Grantham, Shropshire to name a few – posting the
leaflets through letter boxes.
Our group of active volunteers has now exceeded 300. Our FB followers exceed
5000. We are growing and we are effective.

Pip and the AAF HQ team
EDUCATING HUMANITY
Email / Website / FB / Twitter

NEWS FROM OUR GROUPS - AAF DORSET
AAF Dorset has been protesting at the National Trust properties of Kingston Lacy and
Stour Head, handing out leaflets and getting people to sign postcards to the National
Trust, objecting to the fact that they knowingly allow illegal hunting on their land.
Among other outreach stalls, we held one in Bristol, and gained a few new and
valuable members in Avon.

We have carried out a significant amount of leafleting in towns, villages and in some
very rural areas.
We also delivered Boxing Day leaflets in Blandford, where the Portman Hunt meet on
Boxing Day and then attended the meet on the day. There’s no doubt at all that
there were fewer pavement-standers this year than last year and it is just possible
that it was our leaflets that put them off.
NEWS FROM OUR GROUPS - AAF DEVON
Leafletting
Once again AAF Devon has been busy spreading the word, mainly focusing on the
Boxing Day Meets, covering Kingsbridge and Modbury.
Contacting Councils
A few of us have been contacting The South Hams council regarding the Dart Vale
and South Pool Harriers Boxing Day meet on Council land in Kingsbridge, and the
Modbury Harriers Boxing Day Meet on the main road in Modbury. Plus Tavistock town
council regarding the Spooners and West Dartmoor hunt both who meet on council
land. So far the responses haven’t been that helpful, but we are aiming to dig deeper
with this in the future.
Lucy and the AAF Devon team
EDUCATING HUMANITY
aafdevon.south@gmail.com
(Continued page 9)
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NEWS FROM OUR GROUPS - AAF CORNWALL- (continued from page 8)
In addition to the incredible outcome of our petition (page 4), we arranged two hunt
meet protests over the festive period: Helston on Boxing Day for the Cury and St
Columb and Newquay on New Years Day, which involved the Fourburrows.
The Helston one was pretty quiet but our voices were heard. However in St Columb
our members who were mostly female were subjected to the standard hunt support
abuse which quickly escalated into violence! One of our ladies unfortunately was
injured, she is having ongoing treatment and a monitor vehicle which also in the
area (keeping an eye on proceedings), was damaged. Both incidents are now subject
to a police investigation.
A lot of the country as we know saw an escalation in the desperate and totally
unacceptable law breaking behaviour over the festive period.
We are anticipating a busy few months coming up, joining in with National Trust
protests and other countrywide actions, as well as getting back to public outreach.
We will also be looking at how we can further highlight the lack of will to enforce our
laws and whatever else we can do to stop our villages, countryside and wildlife being
subjected to the distress, disruption and outright cruelty caused by this ongoing
illegal activity.
We have such a good team in place now, everyone pitches in how and when they
can. From casual members to those who participate more regularly, like the member
who diligently manages our Twitter account, and in doing so has been such an
enormous help in spreading our message.
Join Us! - If there is anyone out there who is in the Cornwall area above Truro and
can cover this, we would encourage you to consider joining us with your own group.
Deborah and the AAF Cornwall team
EDUCATING HUMANITY
Email / Facebook
NEWS FROM OUR GROUPS - AAF WILTSHIRE
I have always been against foxhunting and a member of LACS in the past. I was
involved with our local Greenpeace group for many years. I am also a founder
member of Two Million Tusks. (TMT)
I enquired about local groups and was told about AAF who were going to be doing an
outreach stall in Salisbury last March. Due to snow and then Russians! - that was
postponed, but we eventually met up and a small group formed in Salisbury. Since
then I've tried to arrange stalls when able as not up to leafleting. It is encouraging to
get so much public support.
As with ivory, many of the public think foxhunting has stopped as it's illegal, but that
is far from the truth. It is so important to remind people of the truth.
We hope to do more outreach stalls in 2019, and to become better noticed,
prompted by the good support we get from the public here. It would be wonderful if
more people joined us in an active capacity. .
(Continued page 10)
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NEWS FROM OUR GROUPS - AAF WILTSHIRE (continued from page 9)
Being active doesn’t necessarily mean outreach stalls, although help here would be
much appreciated. Being active could mean helping with research, as we spend a lot
of time doing this.
In Wiltshire we have stalls planned for the next few Saturdays in Salisbury. Either
with display or small table and leaflets. To ease matters we are trying to get a rota
together. Elsewhere we also supported the outreach stall in Glastonbury on 12th
January. We will help any new groups nearby, if they organise a location.
Dates for your diary - stalls in Salisbury on 26th January and 2nd February 2019

Join Us! - If you live in Wiltshire, more help is always welcome. We will be having our
Salisbury stall at regular intervals and hope to do more stalls in other towns. If you
are interest, please contact us, details below.
Pete and the AAF Wiltshire team
EDUCATING HUMANITY
AAFSalisbury@mail.com
NEWS FROM OUR GROUPS - AAF SHROPSHIRE
Leafletting and Boxing Day Meets
In North Shropshire (pictured), leading up to
the Newport, Shropshire Hunt Parade, we spent
two days leafletting and then a large group of us
with some members from the Shropshire Vegan
Group attended the Boxing Day parade. One of
our group also distributed leaflets to hunt
supporters in Newport. You can watch the video
here;
Plans for 2019 in North Shropshire
Our plans for early 2019 are to be involved in
hunt monitoring, i.e. filming footage of local
hunts, targeting National Trust members at
venues with stands and leaflets and more
leafleting through doors.

In South Shropshire, a deeply rural county
steeped in hunting and shooting we are leafleting,
and are especially targeting the National Trust.
Unfortunately, where we put up leaflets in the community, they are subsequently being taken down. We were also present at
Ludlow on Boxing day, where there were
about 2000 people out to support the hunt.
Join Us! - If you live in Shropshire, more help is always welcome so please come
along. If you are interested and you want to help locally let us know.
Deb, Lynda and the AAF Shropshire team
EDUCATING HUMANITY
badgerdeb54@gmail.com / FB
(Continued page 11)
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NEWS FROM OUR GROUPS - AAF SURREY - (continued from page 10)
I think everyone will agree that the past few months have been monumental for the
fight against fox hunting. With countless photographs of poor foxes killed ruthlessly
by hounds, it has been more important than ever to use each opportunity to try and
bring some good out of such cruelty. AAF Surrey has only been active a few months,
our last update shared how we were setting up and getting ready to go. Well, 'go' we
certainly have!
Unfortunately, we spent the beginning of December mourning the death of a
beautiful young fox killed by the Surrey Union Hunt. It was right on our doorstep and
a very stark reminder of the reality of fox hunting. There is always a victim, horse,
hound, or in this case, fox. However we were not going to let this poor fox die in
vain, so we sprang into action to do what we could.
We teamed up with the Guildford Saboteurs to make the biggest fuss possible. It was
very important to us that we communicated with Guildford so that the facts of the kill
were correct and shared collectively. With AAF HQ behind us every step of the way,
sharing everything possible on social media, we hit the streets to inform the locals of
what their fox hunters were up to.
With Boxing Day approaching rapidly, we
didn't
want
anyone
unknowingly
supporting a hunt by going out to watch
them, assuming they were squeaky clean.
We ordered our Boxing Day Leaflets and
once they'd arrived we attached a small
note to the front of each one, briefly
explaining the fox's death and asking
them not to support such a brutal hunt.
Posting each leaflet through letter boxes
was extremely satisfying, especially when
we got the impression it may have been a
through “hunty” household's door. With 3
people, we spread over 400 leaflets.
A week or so after Boxing Day we received the devastating news that another of our
local hunts, The Crawley & Horsham had pursued and killed a fox in someone's back
garden - the woman who witnessed it was beside herself. It was one of the foxes she
lovingly fed. We wanted to name and shame this hunt too, and swiftly designed a
leaflet that everybody can use when a hunt near them has killed.
The design is done, and the leaflets are on their way. We will be posting them around
the Crawley & Horsham area, and plan to make an equally big fuss. The leaflets are
available from HQ, all you have to do is fill out which hunt killed and when, and you
can personally name and shame your local hunts too. The quicker we post them after
the incident, the better.
AAF Surrey would like to extend an almighty thank you for the kindness we have
received from everyone in AAF during the last few months. When one of our foxes is
murdered, we feel it throughout the community. It's comforting to think of so much
love being shared with wildlife, whose deaths would have otherwise gone unnoticed,
if it wasn't for the power of the antis.
Cat and the AAF Guildford team
EDUCATING HUMANITY
cat.piper4@gmail.com
(Continued page 12)
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NEWS FROM OUR NEW GROUPS - AAF CHESHIRE - (continued from page 11)
Leafletting and Boxing Day Meets
December saw us deliver 500 leaflets in
Wettenhall and Church Minshull areas - this
is where the Cheshire Hounds killed a fox
early December. Neil and I attended the
Boxing day demo in Tarporley.
Two other AAF Cheshire members were at
the same time leaving leaflets all over the
village of Malpas, home to the Wynnstay
Hunt.
New Years Day (pictures 2 and 3), saw Neil
and I at the protest in Crowton - very well
attended.
Picture 3, is a photo taken by the Animal
Welfare Party of one of our team facing
down the Cheshire Hounds.
Approaching Councils - Following in
the footsteps of Grantham!
One of our group wrote to the council
about the Cheshire Hound Boxing Day
Parade and had a response from Councillor
Samantha Dixon, confirming they had no
licences to run the event.

(Continued page 13)
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NEWS FROM OUR NEW GROUPS - AAF CHESHIRE - (continued from page 12)
In the Field
Between Christmas and the new year many of us were out in the field in increasingly
difficult conditions - hunt violence the worst it has ever been as you will have seen
from the video of Andrew German of Cheshire Forest Hunt viciously attacking a sab
with his whip.
Join Us! - If you live in Cheshire, more help is always welcome so please come along.
If you are interested and you want to help locally let us know.

Carolyn and the AAF Cheshire team
EDUCATING HUMANITY
Email / FB / Twitter

AAF continues to grow at a healthy rate across the country, more people are
setting up groups, either independently as AAF or as part of their existing
activities within other organisations. Together we are stronger and will
accomplish so much for our beautiful wildlife.
HIT THE STREETS—SPREAD THE WORD!
Leafletting
Inspired by the updates from our groups? Why not join in and hit the streets leaflets
in hand. Raising awareness and educating people are two of the most important tools
we have in driving out illegal foxhunting.
AAF wants to expose the truth about
foxhunting. We need to reach as many people
as possible and leafleting is an effective way of
doing this. Everybody needs a leaflet through
their door: people who don’t know it goes on;
people who do know it goes on but hesitate to
talk about it and of course, the pro hunters.
They need to know we’re out there, telling the
truth.
Leafleting is a really good way of getting
involved with AAF. You can either download
and print our leaflets yourself, or you can order
some from us at cost. It’s good exercise too.
Go with a friend and you’ll have some fun. We
do.
To order, use the donate button on our website
and message us saying you'd like leaflets. The
other options are through our Facebook page,
or with your payment (PayPal gives an option
for this). We would love to hear how it went,
please do email us with your leafleting tales!

13

HOW TO ENGAGE YOUR LOCAL MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT (MP)
Engaging with your local (MP) is an effective way raise your concerns regarding
foxhunting. It can seem a daunting experience for those who have never done it
before, but it needn’t be scary. Your local member has the responsibility of
representing the views of their constituent in Parliament, so it’s important you
make those views known. Part of their job is to take many meetings with groups
and individuals about a range of issues and concerns so they should be pleased to
hear from you.
Only a small proportion of people take
time to visit their MP. If a voter feels
strongly enough to contact their office,
the MP will certainly take note and
assume
that
others
in
their
constituency feel similarly about the
issue too. There are many ways you
can engage with your local MP, such
as writing a letter, phoning, emailing
and following them on social media. But
by far the most effective form of
engagement with your MP is a face-toface meeting.
Top 10 tips on how to engage your local MP.

Tip 1: Find your local MP
If you are visiting, calling or writing a letter to an MP as an individual (or group of
individuals), make contact with the MP for the constituency in which you live.
Tip 2: Do your homework
The more knowledge you have about your local MP the greater your opportunity to
influence them. You should spend some time doing a bit of background research
and a good place to start is the website They Work For You where you can find a
whole host of useful information.
Tip 3: Make an appointment
If you plan to visit your MP, or would like to speak to them on the phone, call the
MP’s surgery to set up an appointment time. When asking for an appointment, you
should explain: who you or your group are and that you live or meet in the
member’s constituency; when and why you would like to meet with or speak to the
MP; who will be coming to the meeting including whether media will be present and
what you will be bringing to the meeting (e.g. signed petitions); and what you hope
to achieve.
Tip 4: Be prepared and organised
Spend some time preparing what you will say to your MP. Make a list of the items
you would like to cover. It’s best to limit your discussion with your MP to one issue
and three items at most. If you’re meeting with an MP as a group, decide ahead of
time who will lead the meeting, who will address what issues, who will speak when
and for how long. A maximum of 2-5 people is preferred in a group meeting.
Provide personal stories about how you and your group are advocating for the issue
at hand, as these will add to your presentation. Also ask your MP what they think
about the issue, and what they can do to help.
(Continued page 15)
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HOW TO ENGAGE YOUR LOCAL MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT (MP) - (continued
from page 14)

Tip 5: Make the most of your face-to-face meeting
Normally, a 15-30 minute time slot will be set aside for your meeting. Although do
keep in mind an MP may be late, have to cut a meeting short, arrive halfway
through or need to cancel unexpectedly sometimes through no fault of their own.
Be understanding and flexible. The MP will usually be accompanied by a staff
member. A meeting is usually divided into four segments: 1. Welcome and
introductions 2. Making your case 3. Discussion 4. Wrapping up. Keep these
important tips in mind: Remember to be clear and concise with what you want and
why you’re there.
It’s good to be passionate about your cause, but don’t get too caught up in
discussing your issue as you only have a short time to speak. Speak in your own
words so your member knows that they’re dealing with a real person – facts and
figures don’t win hearts and minds but personal stories do. Don’t assume the MP
knows anything about your issue. You might find you know more about a particular
issue than they do – MPs have a wide range of issues to investigate as part of their
job and can’t be experts in all of them. Speak at a basic level and avoid using lingo,
acronyms and abbreviations. Be quick to jump ahead if you’re told, or if you can
see that the MP is familiar with the issue. If you are in a group, be careful not to
contradict each other, or talk over the top of your MP.
If your MP seems to be getting off-topic, gently try to bring them back to it. Be
respectful, but firm. Don’t be intimidated or afraid to bring up tough issues.
Question an MP on past votes or positions taken or ask for a definitive answer.
Remember though that professionalism and a sense of committed determination
will go further than name-calling or attacks. Never be rude. If you don’t know the
answer, just say so. You don’t need to be an expert. It’s enough to say who you are
and why you care about an issue. Be as responsive as you can be but don’t make
things up. You can always get back to them with an answer after the meeting. Local
MPs are interested in what’s going on in their local community, so let them know
what you/your group are doing on this issue.
Use an MP’s correct title and surname unless you’re invited to use their first name.
If you’re invited to meet with other staff members, don’t underestimate their
importance or influence; treat those meetings as if they were with the MP. Make
sure you let your MP know what you would like to come of this meeting
(see Tip 6: Be clear about your “ask”). Make sure you also send a follow-up email
or letter in the week following your meeting, thanking the MP for their time, and
reminding them about the agreed ask.
Visual aids are useful in your meeting and can make a great photo opportunity.
Think about taking a prop that helps explain your issue – it’s something you can
leave with the MP as a lasting reminder of your visit.
At the end of the meeting, thank the MP for their time, even if they don’t agree
with your position. Remember that you’re aiming to build a relationship with them.
You can also leave your MP with a set of briefing notes, outlining the key points of
your meeting and the action you’re requesting. One or two pages is best.
Keep track of replies from your MP and respond to replies. You can also use their
comments in other forms of influencing (letter to the editor, radio etc). Sometimes
it’s easier to get local media interest if your MP is engaged in the issue and is
backing it.
(Continued page 16)
15

HOW TO ENGAGE YOUR LOCAL MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT (MP) - (continued
from page 15)

Tip 6: Be clear about your “ask”
The point of engaging with your MP will be to ask them to do something about the
issue you’re raising. One of the mistakes people often make when lobbying MPs is
to make contact but not ask them to do anything. What is it you want your MP to
do? Don’t be afraid to ask – acting on behalf of their constituents is a normal part
of a politician’s life. Make your pitch clear, concise and compelling.
Examples of asks might be for your MP
to: pass on your local petition to the
responsible Minister; reflect your views to
leaders within their party; endorse a
particular campaign; provide quotes for a
media release; attend an event; use their
contacts to help publicise an issue; or
raise your issue in a speech to
Parliament. Work out beforehand what
you will be asking your MP to do and plan
to finish your visit by informing the MP
how you would like to follow up on the
issue with them.
Tip 7: Making the most of your phone meeting
If you can’t arrange a face-to-face meeting with your MP, or would prefer to talk to
them on the phone, then
arranging time for a phone conversation is also a way
to engage with MPs.
Prepare for this conversation in the same way you would for
a meeting – by researching the MP, putting together an agenda of points and by
making an appointment. Be clear about your purpose for the phone call, explain
yourself clearly and ask for the MP to commit to an action at the end of your call.
Tip 8: Effective letter writing
Writing to your MP is another good way of letting them know what issues are
concerning people in their constituency. But, your MP receives huge amounts of
mail/email and if it’s bulk postcards or petitions it can be difficult to know which, if
any, are from their constituents. Hand-written or printed (and signed) letters or
personal email, with your name and address clearly identified, guarantee the best
cut-through. Occasion cards such as birthday and Christmas are both personal and
very effective. For example, sending an MP a card on their birthday with a message
about supporting a complete ban on foxhunting helps demonstrate your cause but
also that you know a few details about them.
Keep these important tips in mind: Address the MP by the title given to them.
Start the letter by explaining who you and/or your group are, and the issue you
would like to present. Keep to one issue per letter. Use simple language, be concise
and keep your letter to a single page. Feel free to provide facts and figures where
relevant, but make sure to keep your letter conversational so that the MP
understands it’s coming from a real person. Finish the letter by asking your MP to
take a certain action (i.e. what you want them to do in response to your issue).
Include your contact details in the letter and request a reply from the MP about how
they will respond to the issue you have raised. Sign the letter and address it to the
MP’s constituency and/or parliamentary office.
(Continued page 17)
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HOW TO ENGAGE YOUR LOCAL MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT (MP) - (continued
from page 16)

Tip 9: Get the media involved if you are meeting with your MP
See if you can get local media to cover it. Alternatively, ask the MP if you can take
a photo of the meeting which you can send to the media later. Having a letter
published in a newspaper’s ‘Letters to the Editor’ section or speaking on radio could
mean your message is received by thousands of people. Not only do lots of people
tune in to newspapers and radio but MPs also pay attention to them.
Also, MPs are often looking for good photos for their own newsletter, so they might
be eager to include a story around your visit and support for an issue.

Tip 10: Use social media
One final way to engage with your MP can be through social media. While not every
MP has a Twitter account or Facebook page, many do, so it’s worth looking. Posting
a comment to their page or feed can be a great way of starting a conversation with
them, or at least showing them – and readers of their site – what people are
thinking about. You could also like things on Facebook and retweet comments on
Twitter that are positive and align with what you’re advocating for. While you’re
online, see if your MP has a blog and leave a comment there too.
Useful statistics HERE

(Continued page 18)
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HOW TO ENGAGE YOUR LOCAL MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT (MP) - (continued
from page 17)

Writing to your MP to invite them to an event related to your issue is also effective.
An invitation lets the MP know that you’re working on the issue in their
constituency. Always make the case for their attendance at your event. For
example: ‘This event highlights road safety issues where hunts take place on roads.
We are expecting more than 300 people to attend, the majority of whom will be
from your constituency. This is a great opportunity to show your support and let
them know your position on the issue.’
And finally

Let Action Against Foxhunting know about it! If you meet with an MP, please
let us know. We want to know what our local activists are doing and, where
possible, link to these local stories so we can inspire others to get out there and do
the same. Please email us an update and a photo to the address below.
The AAF team
EDUCATING HUMANITY
Email / Website / FB / Twitter

HOW ABOUT GETTING YOUR MP INVOLVED WITH THIS?
One of our eagle-eyed members spotted a question raised on the floor of the House
of Commons. Equally you could as your MP to raise a question!

(Continued page 19)
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HOW ABOUT GETTING YOUR MP INVOLVED WITH THIS? - (continued from
page 18)

Ian Mearns was elected as Chair of the Backbench Business Committee on
Wednesday 12 July 2017.
The remaining members of the Committee were formally appointed on Monday 11
September 2017.
If any of these Committee members are your MP, then why not contact
them to discuss the proposed Back Bench Business Debate?
Member

Party

Ian Mearns (Chair)

Labour

Bob Blackman

Conservative

Colin Clark

Conservative

Patricia Gibson

Scottish National Party

Nigel Mills

Conservative

Jess Phillips

Labour

Alex Sobel

Labour (Co-op)

Mr William Wragg

Conservative

The types of debate the Committee can schedule

The Committee has the power to schedule debates in the backbench time allocated
by Government.
The Backbench Business Committee has the authority to schedule the following
debates in back-bench time:
General debates or debates on a substantive motion in the main Chamber. These
can be 90 minutes, 3 hours or full day debates.
General debates in Westminster Hall. These can be 90 minutes, allocated either for
a Tuesday or a Thursday; or for 3 hours allocated for a Thursday.
Select Committee Report launches. This motion enables the Chair of a select
committee to present a report within five sitting days of its publication. The Chair
will speak for up to 10 minutes and then take questions from Members on issues
relating to the report for another 10 to 15 minutes.
Other avenues for debate
The amount of time available for allocation by the Backbench Business Committee
is limited. Some subjects may be more suited to other avenues available to
Members to raise issues, including Early Day Motions, public petitions, select
committee reports, Business Questions, Ministerial statements, Parliamentary
Questions, individual adjournment debates and campaigns by outside
organisations.
Decisions of the Committee
The Committee's decisions and minutes of Committee meetings all appear on this
website.
(Continued page 20)
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HOW ABOUT GETTING YOU MP INVOLVED WITH THIS? - (continued from page
19)

Decisions of the Committee - continued
There are also Webcasts of the Committee's recent public meetings.
And Formal Minutes.
And Transcripts.
Information taken from here; where much more can be found.
OR - HOW ABOUT GETTING YOUR MP INVOLVED WITH THIS?
Seems there hasn’t been a better time to go and see our MPs. It’s hotting up in the
House of Commons, with more and more questions being asked.
Now is the time to bombard our MPs with our support to help them represent their
constituents in the noble task of
bringing
foxhunting
to
it’s
knees.
There’s a wave of smart
questions being raised. For
instance, how do Hunts get fox
urine to lay a trail for so called
trail hunting? Is it legal and
ethical to do so? Is fox urine
humanely collected? Why are
terrier men present during trail
hunting? Why do they carry
shovels?
All these small but significant
questions are systematically
chipping away at the shiny
veneer of the trail hunting
façade.
There’s
a
whole
host
of
questions around Hunts on
council land, these questions
are shining a light on the necessity for Hunts to abide by the same laws as every
other group who meets in our streets. And they are our streets, and it is our
countryside.
Keep asking the questions, contact your MP and perhaps you will hear your
question raised on the floor of the House of Commons.
Good luck and keep us informed, we would love to hear how you get on!
The AAF team
EDUCATING HUMANITY
Email / Website / FB / Twitter
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AAF BOOK - CALLING ALL CREATIVES!
Do you have something in your heart that is calling to be expressed in words or
images? Something to stir or bring peace, something to inspire or provoke thought.
Poetry, short stories, art, photography (original work). We would love to receive
your submissions for inclusion in our newsletter. Please send content to us by email
actionagainstfoxhunting@mail.com or through our contact page on the Action
Against Foxhunting website, please mark the subject ‘Creativity for Newsletter’.
Our hope is that over time we can gather the creativity or our members into a book,
with profits from sales helping to fund our endeavours to see an end to foxhunting.
Thank you!

The Hunt
Bright eyes and padded paws,
A glossy coat and a puppet’s claws,
Wreaking havoc far and wide,
For a tradition we’d left behind.
A pup and cub put head to head,
For human whim to see one dead,
The masters nudge sets off the fight,
Until only blood is left in sight.

Closer and closer her end now draws,
She rounds a corner and see’s the den,
A yelp and a whimper call from within.
Bright eyes and padded paws,
A glossy coat and a puppet’s claws,
Tear through the fur, the flesh and the
fear,
Until nothing is left of their mother, here.

The great horn blows for job well done,
The battles lost and the battles won,
The whip to guide an obedient steed,
The war on a creature who can’t run free,
Starts the race off with lightening speed, A mother, a child, a bloodThe hounds are off and the sports begun, stained trophy.
But we already know whose won.
Emily Atkinson
Breathless she runs with bloodied paws,
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CUTTING A DASH - AAF T-SHIRTS & HOODIES!
AAF has its own collection of t-shirts for sale. Sporting the fantastic AAF logo, there
is a range to choose from, including unisex, ladies fitted and a rather lovely hoodie.
If you’d like to order a tee shirt or a hoodie, please contact us via our contact form
and we’ll get back to you straight away. Tee shirts are £19 and hoodies are £42.
Please see our website for more details.
We also have some stunning wristbands, slim yet eye catching, in our orange and
black branded colours.
If you donate £5, we'll send you one wristband as a thank you. If you donate £10,
we'll send you three. We'll also throw in some of our new stickers!

Our Mission
Hunting with dogs was banned by law in 2005, but the 180 fox hunts still go out
several times a week, with the intention of pursuing and killing foxes. They show no
pity, no humanity, no regard for the law and they bully and intimidate any person
who stands in their way. However, if it was just a matter of numbers and the “ANTI”
army (us) actually stood facing the “PRO” army, ours would be more than five times
as big as theirs. Humanity and mercy would easily win and our foxes would not have
to face a cruel and terrifying death. AAF’s mission is to arm the merciful majority
with information, encouraging more people to take action with us, in any way they
can.

This newsletter has been sent to you because your email address is on our
subscribers list. If you are not interested in receiving further emails like this
one, please email us on the address below.

Contact Details:
Email / Website / Twitter / Facebook
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