
 

  

 

 

 
 

 

Inside this issue we celebrate all that is AAF, a dedicated educational 
group. Spreading the truth far and wide across the UK about illegal 
foxhunting, with the determination and support of our regional 
groups and growing support from MPs and Councillors. 

ISSUE 5: July / August 2019  

 

Petition - Ask the National Trust to stop issuing  
"Trail Hunting" licences to hunts. 

 
At the end of August 2019, Action Against Foxhunting will be meeting with 
Nick Droy, the National Trust’s Trail Hunting Manager, to discuss the National 
Trust’s “Position on Trail Hunting”.  In readiness for this - Please sign our 
petition HERE or use the QR Code below. 

https://www.change.org/p/national-trust-ask-the-national-trust-to-stop-issuing-trail-hunting-licences-to-hunts?utm_content=bandit-starter_cl_share_content_en-gb%3Av2&recruited_by_id=6ecee040-d3c0-11e3-b62b-c38ced58fcbc&recruiter=91617065&utm_source=share_p
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Inside this issue: 

Editorial 

There’s a big noise that comes from the pro hunt, they reckon they speak for the 
countryside, for country people, for wildlife management, for heritage and tradition. 
They reckon they speak for the majority of the UK population. They are the voice of 
Britain, after all!  

What’s that you say? We can’t hear you, or in fact see you at your dismal Rally, that 
held fewer people than an average queue at the post office.   

And then there’s Jeremy Hunt’s stupid mistake, just a millimetre away from suggest-
ing we bring back hanging; and hanging himself in the process, Well done Jeremy!  

There have been multiple pro hunt failures in the last few weeks. Another which 
shines a light on the dark 
practices of illegal foxhunt-
ing, is the conviction of two 
people in Hereford  of animal 
cruelty, after foxes were 
thrown to hounds at a hunt-
ing kennels.   

Seems the big noise is just 
that, a loud distraction from 
the reality that foxhunting is 
coming to an end. 

Together we can make a  
 difference, Jane 

 
 

Photo by Jeremy Vessey on Unsplash  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-hereford-worcester-48584227
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-hereford-worcester-48584227
https://unsplash.com/@jeremyvessey?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/fox?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Country People 

“Hunting”, said Jeremy Hunt early in July, “is part of the countryside”.  How he re-
gretted saying that! Flipping the lid off this particular seething can of worms is never 
a good thing for the pro-hunters; it only ever goes to prove how much the public op-
poses it. Wait a minute!! Hunt said that “hunting IS part of the countryside”. Should-
n’t he have said, “WAS”? Isn’t it illegal and not happening any more? Silly old Jezzer. 
What a mistake to make. I would give him the benefit of the doubt of course; but he 
made exactly the same mistake in his very next sentence. He informed us that “it IS 
important for the balance of the countryside”.  Is it?  Do we who live in the country-
side like having this as part of our daily life? 
 
Mr Hunt didn’t think up this idea all by himself. It is a common one – sometimes of-
fered by people who have never actually considered the sheer cruelty of it. It is one 
of the many excuses hunters use so that they can carry on having violent fun with 
our wildlife.  “Hunting is part of the countryside,” suggests that it is universally ac-
cepted and that we rural people can’t actually manage to live without it. But we can, 
and the majority of people who live in rural areas would be delighted to see the back 
of it.  
 
Hunting has always been controversial. Criticism has come from all quarters – town 
and country. When we are doing our outreach stalls, people often quote Oscar Wilde 
as saying “the unspeakable in pursuit of the inedible.” The full and accurate quotation 
and the context are even more revealing.  In Wilde’s play “A Woman of No Im-
portance”, Lord Illingworth says, “The English country gentleman galloping after a fox 
- the unspeakable in full pursuit of the uneatable”. The characters had been discuss-
ing class and their entertainment needs. Oscar Wilde wrote this in 1893 – one hun-
dred and twenty-six years ago.  He lived in London at the time.  

 (continued page 4) 

Photo by Kevin Young on Unsplash  

https://unsplash.com/@kevinjyoung?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/people-in-nature?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Country People - (continued from page 3) 

Two years previously, in 1891, Dorset-born Thomas Hardy, (always anti-hunt) wrote 
about hunters in “Tess of the D’Urbervilles” saying they were “rough and brutal” men 
who “ran amok” and “made it their purpose to destroy life”. In the same year, the 
Humanitarian League formed – the grandparent of many other national anti-cruelty 
organisations. One of its main objectives was to ban hunting as a sport. Not many 
years later, in 1924, the League Against Cruel Sports was formed, having been brew-
ing for some years previously. Thomas Hardy wrote a statement of support. In 1934, 
Rupert the Bear saved a fox from the hunt. In 1963, the Hunt Saboteurs’ Association 
became official. In 1964, Mary Poppins, Bert and the two children, encounter a fox 
hunt in a fantasy scene involving a carousel; they sabotage the hunt by bouncing the 
drop rods (I had to look up the correct word for this) of their painted mounts on the 
heads of the hunters, satisfyingly pile-driving them into the ground. When the fox 
escapes, they all celebrate.  In 1969 (aged 9 and already appalled by animal cruelty) 
I sat in my bedroom carefully writing a letter to some magazine about foxhunting. I 
was responding to an article that said foxhunting was exempt from criticism because 
it was tradition. “All cruelty” I wrote (rather pretentiously) “is cruelty alike”. To my 
surprise, they published it.  Then in 1982, Sue W, born and brought up in a small vil-
lage in the Mendips, was sitting in a copse with her friend, when horses and hounds 
crashed through the trees, galloping after a terrified fox. Without hesitation, the 
country girl and her friend covered the fox’s tracks and sent the hunt off in the 
wrong direction. She protected the fox; of course she did.  
 
As a child and teenager, Sue was already aware of what was happening to some of 
the foxes around her, and she wasn’t at all happy about it. It wasn’t long before she 
joined a group and became a sab. She hates everything about the hunt: she thinks 
the huntsmen and women “look pompous”; she dislikes the way they go through 
every village as if they own it; she doesn’t like the trail of destruction they leave be-
hind them. But most of all, she cannot bear their killing ways.  Sue sabbed success-
fully for several years but left the sab group in her twenties to focus on her career. 
The hunt dropped out of her view and appeared to go quiet.  
 
In 2004, the Hunting Act was passed and in 2005, it became law. Soon after, the 
hunts invented “trail hunting” and Sue, for the time being, thought they had stopped 
killing. A lot of us did. Then bit by bit, we all began to realise that nothing had 
changed – other than the fact that the hunt were on the wrong side of the law, and 
the sabs were on the right side. The killing was still happening.  
 
In 2010, with a General Election approaching and a high chance of a change of gov-
ernment, Hounds Off began. Many other groups followed. In 2017, Action Against 
Foxhunting started with the aim of educating the public about the extent and brutali-
ty of illegal foxhunting. A year later, and Sue W hears from a neighbour that the hunt 
had been through their village again.  Now 52, and still living in the same rural vil-
lage, Sue knew that this was her second calling to do something about it, so she 
joined AAF.  It is significant that she has no fear of the hunt whatsoever. All her 
neighbours support her and not the hunt; she knows that she is far from alone.  Sue 
won’t be bullied, but others most certainly are. 
 
There is a very sinister side to the phrase “part of the countryside”. Those of us living 
here know it really means control, intimidation, bullying and deceit.  When we start-
ed AAF, we also wanted to give a voice to rural people who felt they needed the sup-
port of a bigger group before speaking out against the hunt. Upsetting the hunt can 
be dangerous. However, this is England, and we mustn’t be afraid of expressing our 
opinions, as we don’t live in a repressive regime. But the hunts’ micro-regimes are 
horribly repressive. It’s not unlike the old Soviet Union, where it was common 
(among other atrocities) for children to be abducted, abused and murdered.   
                (continued page 5) 
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Country People - (continued from page 4) 

The leaders wanted people to pretend that everybody was having a jolly life, so no 
one mentioned the missing children. Speaking out in the USSR would have meant 
being sent to Siberia, or worse.  
 
The hunts can’t do that (though I’m pretty sure if they could, they would already 
have organised a twenty year stretch, a wooden bunk and a 12 hour daily shift in the 
snow for me), but they can influence employers and landlords, they can isolate vul-
nerable landowners and they can throw dead foxes in people’s gardens and poison 
their pets. Only the individual can decide if they can speak up or not. Voices for the 
foxes are growing louder and stronger every day; the bigger our group is, the weak-
er the hunts become. 
 
The ban is here to stay and there is no doubt about that.  There is also no doubt that 
it is a feeble law, and it isn’t doing its job. We don’t really need to fend off bids to 
overturn the ban (as Jeremy Hunt found out). But, challenging the idea that hunting 
is a good and prominent part of the countryside is crucial. With the help of technolo-
gy and social media, the hunts can no longer keep their violent, cruel activities secret 
and exposing them is becoming significantly easier. 
 
Of course, most people – wherever they live - know that tearing a live animal apart 
is cruel.  Sue W knows that, and she didn’t need anyone to tell her. How can any-
body think otherwise? Jeremy? Anything to say?  
 

Pip Donovan  

EDUCATING HUMANITY 

Email / Website / FB / Twitter 

 

Stories from the Stalls 

Earlier this year I attended my first outreach stall with AAF, in Glastonbury.  Prior to 
that I had helped with door-to-door leafleting in several different places, but this 
would be the first time that I would be putting myself in front of members of the 
public and engaging with them face-to-face.  I was a little apprehensive at first as 
posting leaflets through letterboxes is one thing but speaking to people was another!  
However, I really wanted to see what the outreach events were all about and so I 
donned my lovely orange AAF hi-vis vest and with a big welcoming smile on my face, 
threw myself into things.  I soon realised that there was nothing at all to worry about 
and I really enjoyed speaking to people as they stopped at the stall.  I have attended 
two outreach events now and will certainly go to more.   
 
So many people stop by to give their support, sign petitions and share with us their 
foxy stories.  It’s wonderful to meet people who regularly feed their local foxes and 
to hear about their experiences with them.  At the last stall I attended an elderly 
gentleman spent a good 10 minutes telling me all about the fox family that visit his 
garden and it was a privilege to chat to him and share his love for his local foxes.  
Although a lot of the time we are preaching to the converted, it is also very interest-
ing  (and somewhat worrying)  to hear how many people believe that fox hunting 
with hounds no longer takes place, merely because it has been banned … It is there-
fore vital to reach these people and to educate them that sadly, just because the 
practice is illegal, it very much still happens up and down the country.  The outreach 
events are a great way to do that. 
 

(continued page 6) 

 

mailto:info@actionagainstfoxhunting.org
https://www.actionagainstfoxhunting.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ACTIONAGAINSTFOXHUNTING/?ref=br_tf
https://twitter.com/ActionAgainstF
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Stories from the Stalls - (continued from page 5) 

Of course there are occasionally a few passers-by who are, shall we say, not quite so 
supportive of our presence but the funny thing is that the pro-hunt brigade don’t ev-
er seem to want to actually stop and engage with us but prefer to walk hurriedly by 
whilst muttering to themselves, or to throw an insult at us over their shoulder as 
they beat their retreat … This is a shame as we don’t bite and would always be happy 
to talk and maybe change their minds … but maybe that’s what they’re afraid of (!) 
 
I have attended two outreach stalls now and would encourage anyone who may be 
curious to go along and help out.  They really are great fun and it’s wonderful to 
speak to so many members of the public who are supportive of the work that AAF is 
doing.  If you are a little apprehensive at the thought of attending, your presence 
would very much still be welcome as you wouldn’t be forced to talk to anyone but 
just by being there with a big smile on your face will draw people in to look at the 
stall where they will find information boards, leaflets, petitions and merchandise.  
And who knows, you might just change some minds ...  
 

Hannah and the AAF team 

EDUCATING HUMANITY 

Email / Website / FB / Twitter 

 

The Truth is More Powerful than Anger 

If you’re reading this I’m sure, like me, you love foxes.  Iconic beautiful wildlife, who 
just want to live their lives without the abuse and cruelty inflicted on them by people 
who think they’re above the law.   
 
I’ve joined AAF for a few Outreach stalls where most people stop to talk to us and 
perhaps sign petitions to MPs, National Trust etc.  Most people are in agreement with 
what AAF is aiming to achieve and really care about the welfare of animals.  Howev-
er, sadly not everyone does. 
 
At the last outreach, I was watching videos on a member’s phone about a gorgeous 
little vixen who had befriended his cat, the videos showed them playing together.  He 
told me this little fox would visit him and he’d give her food. Once she was delighted 
to run off with a whole chicken he’d left for her, and there were also some apple pies 
in the dish!  
 
I was then told the sad news that because an unkind neighbour had seen this little 
vixen paying her visits, she decided to tell the local hunt.  That hunt went out looking 
for the little vixen, found her, cornered her against a wall and let the hounds rip her 
to pieces.  She had done nothing wrong!   
 
Heartbreaking!   
 
Her little friend the cat really missed her and passed away shortly afterwards. I was 
feeling tearful about this when a man came to the stall. He started talking about how 
he shot a fox because it had attacked his chickens, and he agreed with fox hunting 
for this reason.  Other members were asking him how he could be sure a fox killed 
by the hunt could be the same fox who tried to kill his chickens.  He said it didn’t 
matter as they were ‘vermin’.  That was a trigger for me and, when he went on to 
talk about badgers spreading TB, I turned on him and became very aggressive to-
wards him, demanding he give evidence about what he was claiming. 

 
(continued page 7) 

 

mailto:info@actionagainstfoxhunting.org
https://www.actionagainstfoxhunting.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ACTIONAGAINSTFOXHUNTING/?ref=br_tf
https://twitter.com/ActionAgainstF
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The Truth is More Powerful than Anger - (continued from page 6) 

He walked away shortly after this.  I realised I had acted on my emotions instead of 
realising this man was ignorant of the facts about foxhunting, and I hadn’t given him 
the chance to learn the truth.  That’s what we were there for – to tell people what 
really goes on and hopefully to gain their support.  He came from a completely differ-
ent perspective and although I may not agree with shooting foxes, we were there to 
inform the public about illegal fox hunting and how these cruel people are killing our 
wildlife for fun.   
 
Lesson learned. 
 
The next time I feel angry when somebody says something like “they’re vermin”, “I 
want to protect my chickens”, etc. I’ll take a step back, because we can win people 
over with the truth but never with anger! 
 

EDUCATING HUMANITY 

Email / Website / FB / Twitter 

News from Headquarters 

Even though it isn’t hunting season, AAF is still busy exposing the extent and brutali-
ty of illegal foxhunting. New members join us all the time and now, if we need to find 
someone in a particular area for a particular reason, we can. There is always some-
one willing to take AAF action in almost every part of the country. 
 
We have sent out thousands of leaflets. With August approaching, we have been 
sending out cub hunting leaflets - almost every day – not only to members of 
our group but to others too. We ask if people will tell us about where they have been 
with their leaflets and what reception they had. From their feedback we know that 
there is absolutely no doubt at all that most people oppose hunting and are appalled 
at the very idea of cub hunting.  With this in mind, how is it that the hunts always 
claim such popularity? Something doesn’t quite add up here. 
 
We have continued our campaign against the National Trust. The National Trust gives 
licences to hunts to “trail hunt” on Trust land. As there is no such thing as “trail hunt-
ing”, we all know what the Trust is really doing: allowing hunting and killing on their 
land. We have taken our campaign to National Trust Headquarters in Swindon, erect-
ing a stall with leaflets and banners right where they can all see us. And – after 
months of being ignored, we have finally been invited to a meeting with Nick 
Droy, the Trail Hunting Manager.           

(continued page 8) 

mailto:info@actionagainstfoxhunting.org
https://www.actionagainstfoxhunting.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ACTIONAGAINSTFOXHUNTING/?ref=br_tf
https://twitter.com/ActionAgainstF
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News from Headquarters - (continued from page 7) 

This will be happening in August (cub hunting season) and we will be asking all the 
questions the Trust has been dodging on Twitter, Facebook and by email. Be as-
sured, we will not be letting Nick Droy off the hook. 
 
In June, Jeremy Hunt thought it was a good idea to say that if he became PM, he’d 
hold a free vote on repealing the ban. Everyone was horrified, but we in AAF were 
rubbing our hands with expectation. We knew it wouldn’t go down too well with the 
public (it didn’t) but more than that, it opened the debate up again. It allowed us to 
point out what these apparently harmless “trail hunters” really want. They want to be 
able to pursue a wild mammal to exhaustion and watch it being torn apart by 
hounds. How an MP can imagine that he is representing the people by suggesting we 
repeal the ban is beyond me. The majority doesn’t want foxhunting back; that much 
is clear. We can argue all day about whether they are trail hunting or not – but this 
part of it is indisputable. Hunters and hunt support have no moral objection to recre-
ational animal cruelty; BUT “the man/woman in the street” finds it abhorrent. 
 
I had two opportunities to speak publicly about Jeremy Hunt’s thoughtless 
and sycophantic statement. The first one, with Nik Ferrari on LBC was completely 
pointless; instead of talking about foxhunting, Ferrari wanted to talk about himself 
and issues he has with urban foxes. I wasn’t going to get drawn into that, and I flat 
out refused to discuss it.   
 
Since the interview, I have found some figures about urban foxes. Once again, the 
foxes win: most people (over 80%) like seeing a wild animal in their gardens, wher-
ever they live.  
 
The second interview was much better. The interviewer – Alexis Conran – was open-
minded and his manners far exceeded Ferrari’s. This time, I managed to say every-
thing I needed to say and at the end of the interview Alexis suggested that we have 
another chat some other time.   
 
By the time the next newsletter comes around, the new season will have begun. 
More foxes will die; there will be more violence and more sorrow. But the tide is 
turning and the hunts are starting to crumble. I know it.  This is a battle I mean to 
win.  
 

Pip AAF HQ 
EDUCATING HUMANITY 

Email / Website / FB / Twitter 
         

 

Caption Competition! Winner!! 
 
The winner is...Nette! 
 
 
“Ah...well...they did say they laid that trail 
here? ...didn’t they?” 
 
 
Well done Nette an AAF wristband and pin 
will be winging their way to you shortly. 
 

mailto:info@actionagainstfoxhunting.org
https://www.actionagainstfoxhunting.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ACTIONAGAINSTFOXHUNTING/?ref=br_tf
https://twitter.com/ActionAgainstF
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Group Power  
AAF is growing at an incredible rate, even while we’re putting together the newslet-
ter, new groups are forming. Excited to introduce AAF Warwick and West Mid-
lands and AAF Manchester! We will hear more from Ray and Angie in our next is-
sue - welcome to the AAF team. We also have a new leader for AAF Kent, Nicky 
Bowles - thank you for stepping up while Geoff takes a well earned break. Together 
we will make a difference! Plus, Action Against Hare Hunting is almost ready for its 
launch. Watch this space! 

Would you like to be part of the Foxhunting Educational Revolution? Would you 
like to see an end to foxhunting? This time of year the hunts are just a few days 
away from their annual slaughter of fox cubs. Tender, young lives used as training 
material for new hounds to get them in the mood to massacre our fox population. 

Now would be a really good time to start a group, to spread the word about illegal 
foxhunting. Now would be the perfect time to take action. 

Groups can organise and activate however they please, providing they stick to our 
guiding principles (peaceful and polite). We facilitate, but don’t prescribe. 

We can help you to get started. We have all that you will need to set up an out-
reach stall or to leaflet in your area. We have information, we have leaflets, we have 
banners, we have wonderful AAF pins, wristbands and t-shirts. And we are a support-
ive group, all we ask is that you bring your passion, your energy and your determi-
nation to the cause. We welcome everyone, we aim to be respectful, peaceful and 
polite -  we will not win the battle by losing our cool. There’s space on the map, will 
you turn it orange?      

Jane and the AAF team 

EDUCATING HUMANITY 

Email / Website / FB / Twitter 

Photo by Miguel Bruna on Unsplash  

https://www.actionagainstfoxhunting.org/local-groups/#setting-up
mailto:newsletter@actionagainstfoxhunting.org
https://www.actionagainstfoxhunting.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ACTIONAGAINSTFOXHUNTING/?ref=br_tf
https://twitter.com/ActionAgainstF
https://unsplash.com/@mbrunacr?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/fist?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Group Power           

Each orange area on this map is an AAF Group - See a gap? - Fill it! Let’s turn the UK 
orange! 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The AAF Groups 

EDUCATING HUMANITY 

Email / Website / FB / Twitter 

 

mailto:info@actionagainstfoxhunting.org
http://www.actionagainstfoxunting.org
https://www.facebook.com/ACTIONAGAINSTFOXHUNTING/?ref=br_tf
https://twitter.com/ActionAgainstF
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News From Our Groups - AAF Beds, Bucks & Herts 

New group AAF Beds, Bucks and Herts has got off to a good start by leafletting the 
area around the Kimblewick hunt kennels. We met some locals who are fed up 
with the hunt and offered to put leaflets up on the village notice board for us.  
 
We also held our very first outreach stall in the market square in Aylesbury 
which is the nearest town to the hunt. We had a really positive response from resi-
dents, many of whom loved telling us about the foxes they see in and around the 
town and how much they enjoy them. We were also asked if we could have more 
stalls in other towns around the area so a great reaction to us, we are already plan-
ning our next one! 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kay and the AAF Beds, Bucks & Herts team 
EDUCATING HUMANITY 

Email / Website  
 

              

News From Our Groups - AAF Cheshire 

Cheshire AAF is now gearing up activity in the run up to cubbing season. 
Plenty of leaflets are on order and if any activists in Cheshire need any they should 
let Carolyn know on Cheshire@actionagainstfoxhunting.org and she’ll arrange to drop 
some to you. Anyone planning on monitoring cubbing and needing transport to do so 
in Cheshire should also get in touch. 

Cheshire Constabulary announced that the outstanding 5 cases of illegal fox 
hunting from last season had been dropped by the CPS due to “lack of evi-
dence”.  Most activists in Cheshire were hopeful that things were changing after the 
public scrutiny meeting that took place in February, with the promises of robust in-
vestigations. So this announcement has led to much disappointment, but a renewed 
determination to fight even harder for our foxes.     

(continued page 12) 
 

mailto:info@actionagainstfoxhunting.org
https://www.actionagainstfoxhunting.org/local-groups/
mailto:Cheshire@actionagainstfoxhunting.org
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News From Our Groups - AAF Cheshire - (continued from page 11) 

A follow up meeting occurred between the police and some anti groups on 
the 10th July. The hunts met with the police separately. From the details AAF 
Cheshire has managed to see, it would appear that no progress has been made on a 
number of issues promised in the February meeting. This is very disappointing and 
we call on Chief Constable Martland to follow through on the promises of; 
  

• Rigorous investigations 

• Making wildlife crime a priority 

• Production of an event card by the hunts  

• A review by the Ethics Committee of the fact that serving officers ride with the 
hunt and the conflict of interest that may cause.  

 
This lack of progress will undoubtedly cost fox lives if it continues. 
  
AAF Cheshire plans to attend the peaceful demonstration outside The Nant-
wich Show on 31st July, along with several other anti groups. Last year was swel-
teringly hot, with the police issuing a warning to the public not to walk their dogs. 
This didn’t stop the Cheshire Hounds Hunt risking their hounds lives by running them 
in the  main show ring. Let’s hope for cooler weather this year for the hounds’ sake. 
We hope if any of our supporters are visiting the show this year and see the “display” 
by the Cheshire Hounds you will make your feelings known to the event organisers. 
  

Carolyn and the AAF Cheshire team 
EDUCATING HUMANITY 

Email / Website / FB / Twitter 
 

 

News From Our Groups - AAF Cornwall 

AAF Cornwall is having a busy summer with outreach stalls, trying to get round 
as many Cornish towns as possible, before autumn with our poll asking “Should Il-
legal hunts be allowed to hunt and meet on public land?” We have a regular 
event at St Just whose residents are particularly bothered by their issue with hunts 
at local celebrations. 

We intend to present this to our 
Council when we have achieved 
the results necessary, to show 
that the majority of the public 
agree. So far the response is a 
resounding yes!  Not surprisingly, 
the most willing to take part are 
those directly affected in the 
countryside; such as farmers, 
landowners and villagers. Who 
can fail to see why these people 
(who are often not from the im-
mediate area), should so arro-
gantly descend on their villages, 
shattering the peace and causing 
havoc by trespassing on their 
land or gardens, while generally 
upsetting farm animals and pets. 

(continued page 13) 
 

mailto:cheshire@actionagainstfoxhunting.org
https://www.actionagainstfoxhunting.org/local-groups/
https://www.facebook.com/cheshiremonitors/
https://twitter.com/CH_monitors?lang=en
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News From Our Groups - AAF Cornwall - (continued from page 12) 

We also continue with the protests here, against National Trust for condon-
ing wildlife crime, by issuing licenses to illegal hunts on our lands. Cornwall has 
some very busy iconic locations so we can take full advantage of this to inform their 
members and visitors who are always appalled, especially overseas guests for whom 
it gives a terrible impression that our country allows this backward barbarity.   

We were terribly upset to discover that Paul Oliver, who was convicted of animal 
cruelty for throwing fox cubs to hounds, recently held the position of Master to 
the Western Hunt. The Western Hunt is licensed to use National Trust Land. Think it’s 
the first time he did it? We don’t. So to be clear, National Trust has allowed ille-
gal hunting. 

Recently we protested at Botallack, which is very popular with Poldark fans. 
It went well if a bit quiet, and again visitors were stating their disappointment with 
the National Trust. We will definitely go back.        

(continued page 14) 
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News From Our Groups - AAF Cornwall - (continued from page 13) 

Thanks again to all our members who get involved in whatever way they’re able. 

 

Deborah and the AAF Cornwall team 
EDUCATING HUMANITY 

Email / Website / FB / Twitter 

 

News From Our Groups - AAF Devon 

AAF Devon has been busy.  We held our first outreach stall in Totnes, figuring 
that this eccentric lively town would be a welcoming place to begin, and it was. The 
stall attracted many people and lively conversation, as did our next stall in Ivybridge 
a few weeks later, despite being a town with an entirely different demographic.  We 
heard strong vocal support for the Hunt  but, as seems to be the case in areas where 
the Hunt exerts considerable influence, there was an equally strong expression of 
dislike for them.  

 
The Modbury Hunt disbanded at 
the end of last season and 
joined the South Pool harriers, 
one Hunt better than two!  
We’ve been leafleting the vil-
lages around the area where 
their Hounds are kennelled 
to let the locals in on the hunts’ 
dirty secret of Cubbing, on the 
off chance that they catch them 
at it. Hunts usually stay close to 
home in cub killing season. 
 
If you haven’t taken part in an 
AAF outreach already then I 

highly recommend it. When you stand next to a banner declaring an end to Foxhunt-
ing forever, some most interesting compassionate people emerge from the crowds to 
talk, ask questions and give positive feedback, it’s great! 
 

Lucy and the AAF Devon team 

    EDUCATING HUMANITY 

Email / Website  

 

News From Our Groups - AAF Dorset and Somerset 

We have been so busy down here in cider country. We have leafleted tirelessly, 
(mostly in Somerset) in the towns and villages in and around Rees-Moggs constitu-
ency. Like the other groups, we have been delivering the Cub Hunting postcard 
in advance of the hunt’s bloody and pitiless onslaught on this year’s young 
foxes. We hope that more people than ever know what is going to happen to the lit-
tle foxes they may have spotted playing in the woods. 
We have also held stalls in Keynsham, Midsomer Norton and Wells. We took 
our petition to MPs with us and we can count on at least 40 signatures an hour. We 
have had queues on several occasions. Very few people like foxhunting, that is be-
yond doubt.            (continued page 15) 
 

mailto:cornwall@actionagainstfoxhunting.org
https://www.actionagainstfoxhunting.org/local-groups/
https://www.facebook.com/actionagainstfoxhuntingcornwall/
https://twitter.com/CornwallAaf
mailto:devon@actionagainstfoxhunting.org
https://www.actionagainstfoxhunting.org/local-groups/
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News From Our Groups - AAF Dorset and Somerset - (continued 
from page 14) 

We have also begun a campaign to get the Portman Hunt banned from parad-
ing around Blandford on Boxing Day. Once again, public support for us is im-
mense; but actually getting the hunt banned is complex and fraught with difficulties. 
However, after attending a Blandford Town Council meeting in July, what we do know 
is that the majority of the Town Council agrees with us.  Our plan now is to set up 
repeated and prolonged outreach in Blandford in the run up to Christmas, with the 
aim of making certain that everybody who goes along to watch the hunt leave on 
Boxing Day knows exactly what these people on horses are going to do next.  

 
Pip and the AAF Dorset/ Somerset team 

EDUCATING HUMANITY   

Email / Website / FB / Twitter 

 
             

News From Our Groups - AAF Hampshire 
 
AAF Hampshire hosted our first outreach event on Saturday the 6th July in South-
ampton City Centre. We feel everyone should know that foxhunting is still taking 
place on Forestry Commission  land. 

We have an opinion poll and two petitions to introduce: 
  
- End the License Agreement Between Hunts and the Forestry Commission- to use 
their land for ‘Trail’ Hunting’. 
 
- To our MP– To Strengthen the Hunting Act. 
  
We will be organising another outreach again shortly and of course are continuing to 
leaflet. Unfortunately, but expectedly, the Forestry Commission and other authorities 
are not responding, and we’ve have had no response from the hunts chairman or 
secretary. It looks as though the Forestry Commission is refusing to discuss 
anything further on Environmental Regulations and 'trail laying'; although 
they have indicated they have not even asked the hunt what they use. A different 
approach is necessary. 

Libbie & the AAF Hampshire team 
EDUCATING HUMANITY 

Email / Website / FB  
           

mailto:info@actionagainstfoxhunting.org
https://www.actionagainstfoxhunting.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ACTIONAGAINSTFOXHUNTING/?ref=br_tf
https://twitter.com/ActionAgainstF
mailto:hampshire@ctionagainstfoxhunting.org
https://www.actionagainstfoxhunting.org/local-groups/
https://www.facebook.com/AAFHampshireAndWiltshire/
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News From Our Groups - AAF North East / West 

Working closely with AAF NE. It’s not until you are writing a newsletter, you realize 
how much work has been done by our group. It is quite time and mind consuming, 
that I have put in for flexible retirement, so that I can put my attentions and pas-
sions to more use in September/October. This has coincided with both the fox cub-
bing season and badger cull season. My comrade in NE is retired so we can dedicate 
more time to the cause. We complement one another. She is a prolific keyboarder/ 
researcher and totally willing to drop almost everything to join me on maneuvers. 
Contents of handbag e.g. lipstick, have now been replaced with much more useful 
items, such as gardeners’ gloves and useful cutting implements! 
 
Using the Wildlife Guardian, we have located many hunt kennels, which luckily 
are located beside footpaths, allowing us to get very close. It’s good just to see how 
they are set up, if the hounds are there etc. This follows with extensive research to 
see who the main hunt characters are. We have several fellpacks in the area, so this 
is ongoing work. We also recently visited a few in the Borders. They are so remote; 
you can only imagine the crimes committed. If safe enough, we try to leave an 
AAF or League Against Cruel Sports poster for them. 
 
We have made ourselves known to other groups, i.e. monitors and sabs. Collabora-
tion and sharing of information are always beneficial to all parties. 
 

On 29 June we carried out a substan-
tial leaflet drop (300+) in Keswick. 
We hit all car parks, booths supermarkets, 
plus lakeside, National Trust shop, general 
public and hunt infested village notice 
boards. Two hours work on a hot day. 
Well worth it, possibly a few contacts 
made. We had a variety of leaflets. AAF, 
LACS and HSA to spread the word. My 
comrade offered a biker a leaflet, he de-
clined saying he was an ex terrier man for 
the Blencathra. Bold and brave, she 
stopped to chat with him. 
 
This is the time of year, when our sor-
ry packs parade their hounds and ter-
riers in local shows. We are becoming 
masters of disguise and these are in our 
diary too. 
 
The Boxing Day parade is still ongo-
ing work. We’ve written to the chief ex-
ecutive of Cumbria NHS and Keswick Hos-
pital re allowing hounds in hospital 
grounds during this event, pooping, not 
on leads, infection issues. No answers 
forthcoming. This is work in progress and 
any keyboard warriors are invited to blast 

parties with emails. There have been meetings, which we have attended at Keswick 
Town Council to discuss the surrounding issues. It’s all ongoing, with council re-
elections, writing to the police, Lake District National Park for figures info etc. Good 
thing is, the re-elections have seen Allan Todd (Green Party) elected. He is united in 
our fight against foxhunting  

 (continued page 17) 
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News From Our Groups - AAF North East / West - (continued from 
page 16) 

We also attended badger training. We have the cull coming to Cumbria again. 
Last year, 602 badgers were killed in Cumbria. A cow from Ireland was transported 
locally. This poor beast brought TB along and managed to spread it, infecting some 
of our badgers too (info from Wildlife Trust) So Cumbria’s badgers were victims. We 
have worked with others and have carried out field work, locating many live setts. 
My comrade and I can often be seen late at night in fields, sat in deck chairs, with a 
bag of peanuts, waiting for them to appear. No luck yet, but that’s something else 
we are working on....so much work to do. During this, we have located 2 dug out 
setts and reported to crime stoppers anonymously. 
 
There has been much more sensitive work that has been undertaken, sometimes 
quite risky. One day, I’m sure this will pay off. We are becoming more familiar 
with every nook and cranny of their hunting ground, so that when the sea-
son is upon us again, we are ready. 
 
My comrade in the North East has done some amazing work around producing a 
portfolio for our campaigning project re Councils and the packs. Bravo you heroine   
 
Any action against foxhunting is good action, whether it’s messaging, joining a 
group, placing a poster. Some are more willing to take risks, some are not able to, 
but it’s all action! 
 

Lou and the AAF North West Team 

  EDUCATING HUMANITY 

Email / Website 

 
For the North East, please contact Nette - Email / Website 

     
 

News From Our Groups - AAF North Shropshire  

Since our last report in April, we have continued with badger sett surveying in 
readiness for the cull in September. We have also highlighted villages who took 
part in badger culling last year.  
 

Such as; 
 
Newport 
Brewood 
Church Eaton 
Woodeaves 
 
On Saturday 13 July, four of us at-
tended the Wildlife Crime Aware-
ness course in Davenham, Cheshire 
with Wildlife Crime Officer Craig Fel-
lows, which was particularly useful as 
he went over the Hunting Act 2004. 

We also have a member who has just 
passed her badger vaccination 
practical and theory exam, taken in 
Derbyshire.        (continued page 18) 

mailto:info@actionagainstfoxhunting.org
https://www.actionagainstfoxhunting.org/local-groups/
mailto:NorthEast@actionagainstfoxhunting.org
https://www.actionagainstfoxhunting.org/local-groups/
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News From Our Groups - AAF North Shropshire - (continued 
from page 17) 

 
A couple of us also attended the Anti- 
badger cull march in Worcester. 
 
And we also attended the Birmingham 
Magistrates Court on a few occasions. 
This was a silent peaceful protest to show 
support for the Hunt Investigation Team's 
court case against those responsible for 
throwing live fox cubs to hunting hounds 
in Herefordshire in 2016. 
 
We have distributed cubbing leaflets in 
known villages where fox hunting takes 
place and chatted with the locals who 
were anti hunt. 

In early July we held a stall at the Cuan Wildlife Centre Open Day in Much Wenlock, 
Shropshire, where we represented AAF Shropshire and talked with members of the 

public and distributed leaflets. A very 
successful day helped pull in crowds by 
selling vegan cakes. 
 
We also carried out a mother duck and 
duckling rescue from the local hospital. 
They ordered us to remove them, despite 
the fact that they were popular amongst 
patients. We released the family to a safe 
local pool. Watch the video. 
 

Deb and the AAF North Shropshire team 

EDUCATING HUMANITY 

 Email / Website / FB 

 

file:///C:/Users/jane/OneDrive/Documents/AAF/Newsletter - July 2019/video-1563263990.mp4
mailto:Shropshire@ctionagainstfoxhunting.org
https://www.actionagainstfoxhunting.org/local-groups/
https://www.facebook.com/Shropshire-Wildlife-Monitors-730295794000883/
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News From Our Groups - Surrey and London 
 
The Countryside Rally 2019  
 
After catching wind that the bumpkins were coming to London for their Countryside 
Rally at the end of June, we decided it was only fair we pay them a visit and show 
them how we ‘city dwellers’ do things. The idea that hunters, shooters, trappers and 
baiters would be marching through the capital city to try and protect their ‘way of 
life’ and bring back the ‘good old days’, was abhorrent.  
 
After much planning we were ready with 5,000 newly designed leaflets and 20 AAF 
volunteers to go and let Londoners’ know just what these people were getting up to 
in their spare time. Their event page had suggested that anywhere between 5,000 
and 40,000 people would be attending. We planned to use the enormity of their 
march to draw attention to our leaflets and educate onlookers and passers-by.  
 
Nerves were bubbling and tension was in the air. A few, including myself, were wor-
ried about the marchers’ behaviour and their reaction to our protest. Many of us 
have witnessed first-hand just how aggressive and vile these people are when out 
hunting, and that’s just a handful of them. What would happen when 40,000 com-
bined to march London’s streets, and caught a glimpse of our anti-hunt leaflets? The 
idea was unsettling to say the least.  
 
Still, we pressed on. It was a ridiculously hot day, and by the time we were in posi-
tion along the route of the Countryside Rally, it was reaching 32 degrees. As we’d 
split into four groups to cover the route, we kept in contact via messenger. This way 
we could update each other of the whereabouts of the march.  
 
The march was due to set off at 1pm. 1pm came and went, and we couldn’t see any-
one. A few minutes more, and we all started messaging asking if anyone had seen 
them. The closest group to the start confirmed they hadn’t gone past yet. We waited 
a little longer. And a bit more. Then we started to grow impatient. We decided we’d 
go and have a wander past their meeting point to see what was going on.  
 
Just as we were about to leave our post, we caught a glimpse of a cluster of people, 
walking in what looked like a tour guide group, waving a union jack flag at the front. 
We wouldn’t have thought anything of it, until we noticed a man at the front was 
blowing a hunting horn. Badly, I may add. On closer inspection, the tourists seemed 
to be wearing a lot of tweed and camo. We’d found them! But oh – we could have so 
easily missed them! 
 
The hilarity of the situation began to sink in, and the nerves turned to laughter, as 
we watched fewer than 100 people walk sombrely onwards. Detecting very little 
threat from this tiny group we decided to follow behind, for fear of losing them 
amongst the Londoners! We messaged the group to let them know they were coming 
– but honestly, there wasn’t much more for us to do.  
 
We leafleted those that walked by, however it was hard to spark any interest towards 
the miserable bunch, as there were so few. They clocked us, whispered a bit between 
each other, glanced at our leaflets and kept walking. The antis were watching their 
embarrassing failure – oh dear.   
 
Finally, they reached 10 Downing Street, gathered in a little, teeny group and lis-
tened to a guy in a green shirt mumble “Thanks for being here.” and “We’re gather-
ing momentum for our cause.”… Are you??? 
 

(Continued page 20) 
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News From Our Groups - Surrey and London - (continued from 
page 19) 
 
The Countryside Rally 2019  
 
Their ridiculous attempt to spark any interest in a repeal of the hunting act and other 
such immoral activities was a complete and utter failure. My goodness, did it feel 
good to realise that we may actually be getting somewhere! 
 
Last season was exhausting and harrowing, but it was full of determination. AAF 
members worked tirelessly, leafletting, campaigning, keyboard warrioring, supporting 
Sabs and Monitors out in the field. Clearly, it’s having an effect, and we need to keep 
this momentum going! Keep turning up when they least expect you, keep watching 
their failures and keep being the people that say ‘No, not on our watch.’ Together, 
we’re winning. 

Cat and the AAF Surrey team 
             EDUCATING HUMANITY 

Email / Website 
 

News From Our Groups - AAF Sussex  

Well Sussex is gathering pace. We are now 8 in number! Many of you will have 
seen pictures of our “Honk campaign”, which made us realise just how many 
people hate fox hunting and need a bit of help vocalising it. We have more planned in 
July. 

Sussex also took part in Brighton’s March for the Animals; our banner was held 
high and together we brought Brighton city centre to a standstill. Pausing at McDon-
ald’s to ‘boo’ as well as at Steak House and William Hill (“You Bet They die” cam-
paign). The numbers were so great, we had trouble finding each other!  
 
We are still awaiting a reply via Stephen Lloyd (Eastbourne’s lovely MP), from the 
Sussex Police Commissioner, asking him why he’s not policing fox hunting at all. 

 
(Continued page 21) 

mailto:Surrey@ctionagainstfoxhunting.org
https://www.actionagainstfoxhunting.org/local-groups/
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News From Our Groups - AAF Sussex - (continued from page 20) 

We’ve not made much progress on our Lewes council campaign, only because it’s 
time consuming but we will! Thanks, Nette for all you’re doing. 
 
The highlight in June was seeing Pip in action addressing the HSA AGM, she’s on-
ly little, I found out but carries a quiet authority about her. You’re a very impressive 
Lady, Pip! 
 
The outreach stall in Lewes was very fruitful, another one is in the pipeline, people 
are eager to sign petitions and stop to talk. 

 
Leafleting is ongoing and rather 
addictive! 
 
We have put wheels in motion to pre-
vent the Hunt parade in Lewes on 
Boxing Day. The Conservative MP for 
Lewes is anti, and we have her sup-
port.  
 
Thank you everyone across the country 
for what you do to end fox hunting, we 
really feel in partnership with you. The 
work we’re doing is so important for 
the foxes and wider wildlife, and to 
bring whose who think they are above 
the law to account. 

 

Bev and the AAF Sussex team 
EDUCATING HUMANITY 

 Email / Website  

 

Photo by Lachlan Gowen on Unsplash  

mailto:Sussex@actionagainstfoxhunting.org
https://www.actionagainstfoxhunting.org/local-groups/
https://unsplash.com/@lachlangowen?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/fox?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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News From Our Groups - AAF Wiltshire  
 
Salisbury group continues 
to run or help with out-
reach stalls as our main in-
put. We are always well re-
ceived in Salisbury and contin-
ue to get National Trust 
cards signed and increase 
signatories to strengthen 
and enforce the Hunting 
Act. See a chart of our results 
opposite. Please contact us if 
you are in any of these con-
stituencies and can help get 
more signatures.  

We have also been out 
leafleting, rather than post-
ing through individual letter 
boxes, we target telegraph 
poles and notice boards etc in 
rural areas.  
 
I continue to write to our 
local paper whenever I see a 
story I can link in to. They are 
so keen to talk about rural 
crime but rarely mention fox-
hunting, so a letter is sent. 
Most are published and if so 
posted on AAF’s closed page. 
 
I’m also doing background 
research on local hunts and 
hope to use the information 
gained to stop meets in any 
public areas. (Or anywhere if 
possible!). 
 
I asked one of our group to 
put some words to paper 
for the newsletter, from the 
heart. 
 

    (continued page 23) 
 

Pete and the AAF Wiltshire 
team 

EDUCATING HUMANITY 
Email / Website / FB 

      

Group Leaders - if you would like to 
get this petition going in your area, 
please contact us for details. 

Group Leaders - if you 
would like to get this pe-
tition going in your area, 
please contact us for de-

mailto:Salisbury@actionagainstfoxhunting.org
https://www.actionagainstfoxhunting.org/local-groups/
https://www.facebook.com/AAFHampshireAndWiltshire/
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News From Our Groups - AAF Wiltshire - (continued from page 22) 
 
My memories of childhood are slight but the emotions evoked from being in certain 
environments, surroundings and situations can sometimes cast me back to moments 
in time. I grew up in a quaint Wiltshire village, thatched cottage, country lanes rife 
with wildlife and teaming with activity.  
 
A beautiful and vast allotment with all you could imagine was through the flowered 
arch at the back of the garden. Beanstalks that looked like they were able to reach 
the clouds of the giants, tomatoes ripe and always ready to pick straight from the 
vines, sunflowers refracting the rays of the sun onto the entire world. A real secret 
garden of the gods, this was my playground! To the side of the house was also part 
of the farmer’s land. This housed chickens, goats and some farming equipment. To 
the other rear side of the house was a paddock and stables. The horse field was op-
posite, before the short walk to the old mill river, which was equally stunning. Se-
cluded like a lagoon with its bridges finally reaching the miles of open plain and its 
wildlife.  
 
I remember one summer’s morning as clear as day, my Father called me excitedly to 
come and join him at the front of the house. The rushed tones of his voice told me 
that there was something extraordinary to see. My Mother then called and ushered 
me in a way that told me to stay close by her side. As I walked out into the lane it 
was upon me! My parent’s looks fixed on my face, studying it with anticipation to see 
my reaction. My eyes widened and all my senses became bombarded trying to take 
in this sight of wonder which demanded for the world to freeze in time.  
 
Beautiful majestic horses with exquisitely poised riders in red and black attire that 
looked only fit for palace guards. Bugles sounding loudly throughout the formally 
tranquil air. Horses hooves clip clop crunching on the stony lane and hounds barking, 
erratically sniffing, seemingly covering all available ground as far as my eyes could 
see.  
 
My heart was pounding with this magnificent spectacle. Squealing with excitement I 
fussed the crazy hounds and stroked the horses. The pure adrenalin caused by these 

fantastic riders and beasts caused a deaf-
ness and then a ringing of the ears. Who 
were these people, where did they come 
from? Did they come out of my story book, 
I was sure I would never see such a special 
thing again, I was such a lucky girl to ex-
perience this! 
  
My questions at 4/5 years of age were of 
course relentless, “What were they doing?” 
“Will I see them again?” I think it was fi-
nally the farmer who explained to me that 
foxes are a pest and breed so quickly that 
they have to be “got rid of!” They get into 
the chicken coops and go into a frenzied 
killing spree not even eating their kills – 
they cause devastation. The hunt sort this 
problem out!  
 
Now my emotions were very different, of 
course I continued to ask questions but the 

answers did not make this a viable or okay solution. I was okay with the ‘hunt’ to go 
for a ride but why would they want to hunt and kill in this way?     (continued page 24) 
 
 

Photo by , Janko Ferlič - @specialdaddy on Unsplash  

https://unsplash.com/@thepootphotographer?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/little-girl-with-horses?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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News From Our Groups - AAF Wiltshire - (continued from page 23) 
 
We are on the foxes land, what do they eat? Make the chickens safer at night? They 
probably bite lots of chickens because of the noise. To this day I still have the same 
opinion. I was taught that nature is beautiful and everything has its place, it is not 
for us to take a life and to take one so brutally, with such pride and arrogance. How 
could we let this happen to the poor tormented, petrified fox? What if it has cubs? 
What will happen to them? Are there really so many this is the only way? 
 
Sometime later, the chicken coop at the side of my house moved into the field by the 
paddock. This homed the horses, goats and 2 lamas or alpacas at night. The chickens 
had more roaming space during the day and to the best of my knowledge the prob-
lem ceased. 
 
Living in the countryside and taking long dog walks over the plain there have been 
times where I have come across a shredded carcass or two. I have witnessed the 
hunt with their trophy fox head at the village pub, back in the day (obviously not re-
cently). Proud countrymen, lords, ladies, scholars on their mission from the queen,  
protecting all people (even the common folk) from these vicious vermin. The very 
pinnacle of high society, how prestigious an event, how honoured and worthy these 
people are for delivering such an important service to us all.  
 
Nope!!!!  
 
Even as a child, I felt the terror, pain and devastation this barbaric, disgusting action 
is causing. I’m a country girl not an ignorant “city dweller, without a clue of 
the ‘real’ world!”, which I have found to be the response so often from pro 
hunters.  I have seen all sides of the argument, and yet I cannot see what they can-

not or WILL not see! De-
stroying something with 
feeling, a heart beating, 
does not make you power-
ful or desirable; it IS psy-
chopathic sadist behav-
iour!  
 
Humans could easily be 
seen as vermin for all the 
damage we cause! Where 
does it end?! I’m sorry 
guy’s but real men in the 
real world protect those 
that are vulnerable in the 
most gentle of ways. 
There is always another 
way!  

 
Surely these highly intellectual hunt people can still wear their country outfits and 
fathom another ‘SPORT’ which they can actually genuinely be proud of? And we of 
them. 
 

Chrissy Martin, AAF Wiltshire  
EDUCATING HUMANITY 

Email / Website / FB 
      

Photo by Rebekah Howell on Unsplash  

mailto:Salisbury@actionagainstfoxhunting.org
https://www.actionagainstfoxhunting.org/local-groups/
https://www.facebook.com/AAFHampshireAndWiltshire/
https://unsplash.com/@rebekahhowell00?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/hounds?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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News from Kindred Spirits 

Cheshire Residents for Wildlife Justice was set up by a group of like minded 

people when David Keane PCC Cheshire announced the independent review of fox 

hunting in Cheshire.  

 

Since the review we have; 

 

• Documented faults within the review 

• Attended the scrutiny meeting 

• Met with David Keane and several MPs  

• And are due to meet again with MPs in the future 

• Recently we attended a Police meeting with the Acting Assistant Chief       

Constable and other members of his staff with other active groups in Cheshire.  

 

We have co organised a Wildlife Crime Training Course with Craig Fellowes 

which was very informative. Craig is going on to train officers within Cheshire Police 

and has carried out training in other parts of the country.  

 

We will take on any article in pro hunt papers and put the truth out there. 

Some of our members who monitor/sab hunts are involved with the cull as well as 

residents in Cheshire, so overall we have a good team of knowledge.  

 

We feel that over the few months that we have come together we have achieved a 

great deal; but in terms of strengthening the hunting act we, other groups and the 

general public have a long way to go, but we will get there in the end!  

 

Please take a look at our Facebook page Cheshire Resident for Wildlife Justice   

 

 

 

 

Trish     

Cheshire Residents for Wildlife Justice    
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CheshireResidentsforWildlifeJustice/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
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Heritage 

Jeremy Hunt is keen on heritage, it seems to mean a lot to him that this country 

keeps that which it inherited. Back not so long ago in the dim, dark past we drank 

rotten water and threw our urine in the street. Like dodging human waste, there 

are some things that are best left in the past. Jeremy however would have us drag 

ourselves back to the filthy streets, with the notion that hunting a living being for 

fun is our right, and our heritage. 

 

Well I and thousands of other evolved people say NO. We enjoy our flushing toilets 

and we enjoy our wildlife, and not necessarily in that order. 

 

To hunt any wild thing for pleasure is a sickness, to champion that sickness in the 

name of votes, to become our next Prime Minister, is not only repugnant, but mis-

guided. Laying the foundations of a government with bricks of barbarity, cemented 

with insincerity will surely erode any stability that can be gained. 

 

The word “heritage” as with many words, 

has popped over from France to become 

a mainstay of our vocabulary. As with 

words that change their form from origin, 

we too can change our structure from 

past to present. We can build a new her-

itage, or rather evolve our heritage, to be 

  

one that no longer tolerates cruelty. And we can do this, it is a simple thing. It is 

far simpler to be kind than cruel, far kinder on the human soul. We are taught to be 

cruel. Very few people come into this world psychopathically wired, yet many learn 

to instigate and take part in cruel acts and then ditch the guilt. Some get arrested, 

others walk through our legal system untouched and unscathed. 

 

As many who fight to see an end to fox hunting know, the legal system does not 

protect foxes (although the tide is changing), in fact it doesn’t protect wildlife in 

general. If police officers can ride out with hunts, actively taking part in the killing 

of foxes, and the Attorney General can host the hunt, actively taking part in the 

killing of foxes, and other politician’s such as Jacob Rees-Mogg can host the hunt, 

it’s easy to see why some people can walk through “our” legal system, singing a 

happy tune. Mr Bumble (from Oliver Twist) says it best; 

 

"If the law supposes that," said Mr. Bumble, squeezing his hat emphatically in both 

hands, "the law is a ass - a idiot".   

 

I’d like to add to Mr Bumble’s eureka moment with this. Not only is the law an ass, 

but the current governing party too, save perhaps a few who have stopped throw-

ing their urine in the street. 

 

Our heritage, like the word itself is an organic thing, it can evolve, it can grow and 

it can be something to be proud of again. Ditch the 

barbarism and leave a world our children can not 

only thrive in, but be proud of. 

 

Jane and the AAF team 

EDUCATING HUMANITY 

Email / Website / FB / Twitter 

https://evolvepolitics.com/the-tories-chief-legal-advisor-geoffrey-cox-has-been-accused-of-hosting-an-illegal-fox-hunt/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/jacob-rees-mogg-erg-fox-hunt-badger-sett-somerset-mendip-west-harptree-sabs-a8817041.html
mailto:info@actionagainstfoxhunting.org
https://www.actionagainstfoxhunting.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ACTIONAGAINSTFOXHUNTING/
https://twitter.com/ActionAgainstF
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AAF Book - Calling all Creatives! 

Do you have something in your heart that is calling to be expressed in words or     
images?   Something to stir or bring peace, something to inspire or provoke thought. 
Poetry, short stories, art, photography (original work). We would love to receive 
your submissions for inclusion in our newsletter. Please send content to us by email  
or through our contact page on the Action Against Foxhunting website, please mark 
the subject ‘Creativity for Newsletter’. 
 
Our hope is that over time we can gather the creativity or our members into a book, 
with profits from sales helping to fund our endeavours to see an end to foxhunting. 
 
Thank you! 

 
Bones 

 
There you lay a pile of bones 

Remains of you, so bright amongst the green 
Here you rest by babbling brook 

Cradled in soft green grass 
Guarded by dark mossy trees 

 

I walk past you most days 
A strip of water between us 

You are always alone, untouched 
I wonder how you got there 

Did you battle for life, or was this the place you chose 
 

Did you grow old, fed fat on rabbits who scamper and scurry so close  
Or was life torn from you by humans  

Commanding hounds by voice and horn to do the unspeakable 
Did you lie bleeding as blood dripped from the mouths of those above you 

Terrified and helpless 
 

Pile of bones you once drew breath 
Your voice carried from field to field 

Your muscles stretching in the dawning day 
But now you rest by babbling brook 

Majestic and seemingly silent 
 

Yet in that silence you speak great truth 
Of wild things who know the natural ways 

Your heritage untainted 
A fox you were and a fox you are 

 

Bright beauty we hear you 

 

By Jane 

mailto:newsletter@actionagainstfoxhunting.org
https://www.actionagainstfoxhunting.org/contact/


 

28 

 

 

 
 

Contact Details: 
 

Email / Website / Twitter / Facebook 
 
 

Our Mission 

Hunting with dogs was banned by law in 2005, but the 180 fox hunts still go out  
several times a week, with the intention of pursuing and killing foxes. They show no 
pity, no humanity, no regard for the law and they bully and intimidate any person 
who stands in their way. However, if it was just a matter of numbers and the “ANTI” 
army (us) actually stood facing the “PRO” army, ours would be more than five times 
as big as theirs. Humanity and mercy would easily win and our foxes would not have 
to face a cruel and terrifying death. AAF’s mission is to arm the merciful majority 
with information, encouraging more people to take action with us, in any way they 
can. 

This newsletter has been sent to you because your email address is on our 
subscribers list. If you are not interested in receiving further emails like this 
one, please email us on the address below. 

Cutting a Dash - AAF T-shirts and Hoodies! 
 
AAF has its own collection of t-shirts for sale. Sporting the fantastic AAF logo, there 
is a range to choose from, including unisex, ladies fitted and a rather lovely hoodie.  
 
If you’d like to order a tee shirt or a hoodie, please contact us via our contact form 
and we’ll get back to you straight away. Tee shirts are £19 and hoodies are £42.  
 
Please see our website for more details. 
 
We also have some stunning wristbands, slim yet eye catching, in our orange and 
black branded colours. If you donate £5, we'll send you one wristband as a thank 
you. If you donate £10, we'll send you three. We'll also throw in some of our new 
stickers! 

mailto:info@actionagainstfoxhunting.org
https://www.actionagainstfoxhunting.org/
https://twitter.com/ActionAgainstF
https://www.facebook.com/ACTIONAGAINSTFOXHUNTING/
https://www.actionagainstfoxhunting.org/contact/
https://www.actionagainstfoxhunting.org/tee-shirts/
https://www.actionagainstfoxhunting.org/donate/

