
Dear Councillor

I am writing to you to urge you to support the motion calling for a ban on trail hunting on council owned land scheduled for Wednesday July 17th. I feel it might be useful to provide you with some information about ‘trail hunting’ so that you are fully-informed. 
‘Trail hunting’ must be differentiated from drag hunting. Drag hunting has been in existence since the 1800s, uses an artificial scent and operates in areas where foxes are not known to be. In fact their hounds are trained NOT to follow a live quarry. ‘Trail’ hunting, on the other hand, was set up by the fox-hunting fraternity in response to the 2004 Hunting Act and was deliberately designed to exploit the loopholes in the act. It is simply a tool to enable them to continue hunting as if there were no ban in place. 

• The hunts still train their dogs to hunt foxes by the odious practice of ‘cubbing’, euphemistically called ‘autumn hunting.’ 
• The hunts still used bagged foxes – these are foxes that are released in front of hounds • The hunts still maintain artificial earths so there is a supply of foxes to hunt
• The hunts still use terriermen to dig out foxes or to flush foxes ahead of a hunt 
• The hunts still go where they know foxes to be 
• They often don’t even bother to lay trails and when they do it is simply for show. In a study the International Fund for Animal Welfare found a credible trail was laid in a mere 1% (ONE percent) of cases (IFAW, Uncovering the Trail of Lies. 2015) 
• Because of the lack of credible trails, the hunt dogs end up in cemeteries, gardens, on railway lines, causing accidents on roads.

The lie that is ‘trail-hunting- has been exposed more and more through the mainstream media recently and by hidden cameras exposing the brutal reality. There was even a series of seminars run by the Master of Foxhounds Association in which presenters demonstrated how to use ‘trail-hunting’ as a smokescreen (their own words). Even the police are now realising the extent of the illegal hunting that is taking place and only recently Chief Supt Matt Longman, the National Police Chief’s Council lead on foxhunting also referred to ‘trail-hunting’ as a smokescreen. 

With polls across the country regularly returning 85% of the population being against foxhunting, an increasing number of prosecutions and more and more video evidence being provided it is clear that there is no place for this evil activity. I am sure you will be hearing from the Countryside Alliance. They claim to represent the interests of rural people. The do NOT. They only represent the small proportion of country dwellers who enjoy killing animals. They were the British Field Sports Society that rebranded to the Countryside Alliance after the Hunting Act, in an attempt to make this seem like an attack on the country ‘traditions’ whereas it was an attack on cruelty. I urge you to support this motion and make North Yorkshire Council a leader in standing up against animal cruelty in all forms. 

Thank you for your attention.
