Children and Hounds – hunt hygiene failures at Boxing Day meets and County Shows

Summary
At most Boxing Day Meets, children are allowed unrestricted access to hounds. Children can stroke the hounds and touch them as much as they please. Hounds jump up at the children (sometimes in groups) and put their faces close to the child’s face, sometimes licking them. Hounds may pass from child to child, freely. 

Hounds are kept together in kennels, where diseases can pass easily from dog to dog. 

Hounds are fed on raw fallen stock. These are farm animals which have died in the fields, often of no known cause.

Farm animals are known to carry a multitude of pathogens and diseases which they can pass to people.
https://www.hse.gov.uk/agriculture/topics/zoonoses.htm Hounds are likely to have consumed any of these pathogens when fed the raw stock.

Dogs can pass diseases to humans https://www.dogsforgood.org/good-advice/zoonoses/

AAF received (?) reports of Boxing Day meets around the country. Our members were asked to attend the meets and inconspicuously record evidence of unhygienic interaction between hounds and children. NB – while it is entirely legal to take video of anyone who appears in public, this report only shares still images, with the children’s faces obscured. 

Out of the (?) Boxing Day Meets that have been reported to AAF, not one of them offered any hand-washing facilities to children. 

Hound were seen defecating and urinating at the meets. The faeces stayed on the ground (often in long wet grass) and much of it was not removed, even after the meet had ended. 

Hounds were observed eating horse dung, and afterward the hounds were observed being  petted by children. 

Children/hound interaction at meets can be compared with the activities of petting zoos. Petting zoos must have high standards of hygiene https://www.hse.gov.uk/agriculture/topics/visitor-attractions.htm





