
From: Alyson Garrett aly.garrett@hotmail.co.uk
Subject: Fw: Health & Safety of the People of Chard [Hunt Proposals]

Date: 25 November 2025 at 08:42
To: Pip Action Against Foxhunting info@actionagainstfoxhunting.org

Here	is	my	email	to	his	response

From:	Alyson	Garre2	<aly.garre2@hotmail.co.uk>
Sent:	Tuesday,	November	04,	2025	12:47
To:	David	Bell	<david.bell@chard.gov.uk>
Subject:	Re:	Health	&	Safety	of	the	People	of	Chard	[Hunt	Proposals]

Dear	David,

The	Council	isn't	being	asked	to	consider	any	ma2er	that	is	poliScally	or	ethically
divisive.	The	Council	is	being	asked	to	consider	the	public	good.	

It	was	Town	Council	(the	Mayor)	that	originally	invited	the	Hunt	into	Town.	It	seems
within	scope,	then,	to	'uninvite	them'.			I	would	ask	that	this	point	be	put	on	the	Agenda
at	the	next	Town	Council	MeeSng	for	Councillors	to	vote	on.

I	shall	be	puZng	forward	the	same	concerns	to	Somerset	Council,	who	I	have	no	doubt
will	pass	me	from	one	department	to	another.

I	have	raised	very	serious	issues	that	someone	in	Council	needs	to	take	responsibility
for.		

Below	is	a	recent	outbreak	at	a	peZng	zoo	where	numerous	children	(their	immune
systems	are	not	fully	developed)	became	ill.	As	these	illnesses	take	Sme	to	develop,	this
may	already	be	happening	at	Boxing	Day	Meets.	
h2ps://www.bbc.co.uk/news/arScles/cz9y44q59w4o

I	look	forward	to	your	reply

Best	Regards
Alyson	Garre2

From:	David	Bell	<david.bell@chard.gov.uk>
Sent:	Thursday,	October	30,	2025	15:59
To:	Alyson	Garre2	<aly.garre2@hotmail.co.uk>
Subject:	RE:	Health	&	Safety	of	the	People	of	Chard	[Hunt	Proposals]

Dear Alyson,
 
Thank you for your email, excellent research and advice.
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cz9y44q59w4o


 
Clearly, the Town Council (as a corporate body) can neither support nor oppose
the hunt per se.   This reflects the need to remain neutral where it lacks statutory
authority to intervene or where the issue (not just this one) is politically or
ethically divisive and not directly related to our functions.
 
In this case, or similar activities, the Town Council has no specific legal mandate
or responsibility, as perhaps it would if our land were being used.
Whilst individual Councillors and Officers are at liberty to express personal views
(and in doing so make it very clear that they are acting as individuals) the body
corporate must avoid adopting a position that could be seen as outside our remit.
 
Our corporate interest would be to seek compliance with any matters under our
statutory or non-statutory obligations.
 
I am sure you are aware (as demonstrated in your excellent summary) that
Statutory Obligations are legal requirements imposed by legislation and Non-
Statutory are voluntary or other standards such as codes of practice.
 
Our main Statutory Obligations include meetings, civic functions, cemetery, etc.
 
After investigation,  the points you make are vested in the statutory powers of the
next level of council up from Chard, which is Somerset Council.
They are legally responsible for (for examples only) traffic regulation orders re
road closures, public health matters, control of dogs on the public highway, street
cleaning and similar matters.  Road related matters usually come under the
various paragraphs of the Highways Act.  This Act is not capable of devolvement
to our level of authority, as matters stand.
 
Whilst (technically) we could use TPCA, I agree that it is outdated, and it is more
appropriate to civic and mayoral very short-term processional events but even
these are now routinely covered by the Highway Authority (Somerset Council) by
a TTRO.
 
Whilst this response seems to be passing matters on to another authority, I am
keen to point you in that direction as it would be the appropriate course of action.
 
Regards,
 
David
 
David Bell
Chief Executive & Town Clerk
Chard Town Council
01460 239567
 
From:	Alyson	Garre2	<aly.garre2@hotmail.co.uk>
Sent:	27	October	2025	16:05
To:	David	Bell	<david.bell@chard.gov.uk>
Subject:	Health	&	Safety	of	the	People	of	Chard
 



 
Dear	Mr	Bell,
	
As	the	Hunts	will	again	be	using	our	towns	and	villages	to	hold	their	Boxing	Day/New
Year’s	Day	Meets	and	Parades	this	year,	it	is	hoped	that	councils	will	take	seriously	and
act	upon	their	duSes	in	ensuring	these	are	using	our	towns	and	villages	safely.	Bringing
the	amount	of	horses	and	hunSng	hounds	that	they	do,	in	the	manner	in	which	they	do,
into	populated,	someSmes	enclosed,	public	spaces	carries	a	number	of	risks	and
dangers	to	the	public’s	health	and	safety.

Schedule	1	of	The	Health	and	Safety	(Enforcing	Authority)	RegulaSons	1998—legislaSon
determining	which	acSviSes	are	enforced	by	local	authoriSes—includes,	at	Paragraph	9,
‘the	pracSce	or	presentaSon	of	the	arts,	sports,	games,	entertainment	or	other	cultural
or	recreaSonal	acSviSes’.	Accordingly,	it	is	incumbent	upon	councils	to	ensure	that	the
Hunts	apply	all	controls	necessary	to	limit	risk	to	the	public	a2ending	these	events.
Hunts	should	produce	risk	assessments	for	receipt	by	councils	detailing	how	they	intend
to	apply	these	controls.

Councils	should	ensure	that	any	Hunts	intending	to	hold	their	Boxing	Day/New	Year’s
Day	Meet	and	Parade	in	any	of	our	towns	and	villages	put	in	place	the	following
measures:

1)	Hounds
Hounds	should	be	cordoned	off	at	these	meets.	If	there	is	occasion	where	hounds	and
public	may	mingle,	handwashing	faciliSes	should	be	provided	and	signposted.
InstrucSon	to	wash	hands	must	be	given.	This	means	liquid	soap	and	running	water.
Children	on	the	day	mix	with	the	hounds.	They	touch	them,	are	licked	by	them,	and
then	touch	their	own	mouths,	their	eyes	and	noses.	Hounds	put	their	heads	into
buggies.

Unlike	domesSc	dogs,	hunSng	hounds	are	fed	on	raw	fallen	stock—farm	animals	which
have	died	in	the	fields,	oken	of	no	known	cause.	The	bodies,	or	ABPs	(animal	body
parts)	collected	on	‘flesh	rounds’	and	fed	to	hounds	are	generally	classed	as	Category	2
by	Defra’s	Animal	and	Plant	Health	Agency.	Category	2	is	‘high	risk’,	and	includes:
animals	rejected	from	aba2oirs	due	to	having	infecSous	diseases;	carcasses	containing
residues	from	authorised	treatments;	unhatched	poultry	that	has	died	in	its	shell;
carcasses	of	animals	killed	for	disease	control	purposes;	carcasses	of	dead	livestock;
manure;	digesSve	tract	content.	(Be	reminded,	too,	that	APHA	rarely	runs	checks	unless
individual	concerns	are	raised.)	None	of	this	is	considered	fit	for	the	pet	food	market.

This	diet,	and	the	close	proximity	of	dogs	in	kennels,	means	that	hounds	may	pass	on	a
mulStude	of	pathogens	and	zoonoses	known	to	be	carried	by	farm	animals	and
transmissible	to	humans;	diseases	such	as	bTB,	Campylobacteriosis,	Cryptosporidiosis,
E.	Coli	0157	and	Verotoxigenic	E.	coli,	Leptospirosis,	Salmonella.	On	Boxing	Day	2024,	a
faecal	sample	from	a	hound	was	collected	using	all	appropriate	sterile	equipment	and
sent	for	tesSng.	A	local	councillor	for	that	town	reported	back	to	council	that	this
sample	returned	a	finding	of	Salmonella.

Handwipes	or	gels	are	not	effecSve	for	the	removal	of	disease-causing	micro-organisms.
Liquid	soap	and	running	water	are.	Councils	should	know	that	the	Hunts’	insurers,



Liquid	soap	and	running	water	are.	Councils	should	know	that	the	Hunts’	insurers,
Lyce2s,	exclude	cover	for	the	transmission	of	communicable	diseases.

SupporSng	links:
AcSon	Against	Fox	HunSng	-	Insurance
Dogs	for	Good	-	Zoonoses
Horse	and	Hound	-	bTB	confirmed
Protect	the	Wild	-	Hunt	Kennels	Risk
The	Ecologist	-	Foxhounds	&	bTB
Gov.uk	-	ABP	Categories
Gov.uk	-	Approved	Premises
HSE	-	Visitor	A2racSons
HSE	-	Zoonoses
Daily	Mail	-	PeZng	Farm	Outbreak
Mirror	-	Parasite	InfecSon

2)	Horses
Horses	should	be	cordoned	off	at	the	Meet.	Any	equestrian	acSvity	is	high	risk.	Horses
are	known	to	be	unpredictable	animals,	oken	skiZsh.	Being	herd	animals,	one	skiZsh
horse	can	affect	others.	Horses	can	be	spooked	by	noise	or	other	sSmuli.	Even	the	most
highly	trained	horses,	accustomed	to	city	life	and	familiar	with	their	riders,	can	take
fright,	as	borne	out	by	the	spooked	cavalry	horses	that	took	flight	in	London	on
24/04/24	and	01/07/24,	causing	damage	to	themselves,	to	persons,	to	vehicles,	and	to
street	furniture.

Horses	ridden	on	Boxing/New	Year’s	Day	are	far	more	likely	to	present	risk	because:
these	horses	are	unused	to	towns	and	groups	of	people;	these	Meets	a2ract	riders	who
may	not	oken	hunt,	whose	horses	are	unused	to	these	surroundings;	hirelings	are	oken
used,	meaning	horse	and	rider	may	be	unfamiliar	with	each	other;	horses	may	be
unfamiliar	with	other	horses;	organisers	do	not	vet	horses	or	rider	competency;
organisers	expect	each	rider	to	have	their	own	insurance,	but	it	is	unknown	whether
this	is	checked.

Hunts	are	known	to	bring	horses	with	ribbons	Sed	in	their	tails.	The	public	is	generally
unaware	of	the	significance	of	these:	red	signifies	a	kicker,	yellow	a	stallion,	green	an
inexperienced	horse,	blue	a	stallion	or	aggressive	gelding.	No	horse	with	such	risk
indicators	should	be	in	close	proximity	to	the	public.

On	Boxing	Day	2025,	in	a	square	where	the	public	mingled	freely	with	horses	and
hounds,	a	lady	a2empSng	to	prevent	a	child	approaching	a	horse	spooked	it,	causing	it
to	kick	out.	Had	anyone	been	standing	directly	behind,	this	could	have	resulted	in
serious	injury.	Such	incidents	highlight	the	necessity	of	proper	risk	assessments	and
visible	enforcement.

SupporSng	links:
Psychology	Today	-	Horse	Sports	Risks
Just	Horse	Riders	-	Horse	Riding	Risks
Pembrokeshire	Herald	-	Boxing	Day	Incident
The	Bolton	News	-	Hunt	Drama
Independent	-	Hunts	Boxing	Day
Hunts	ABS	-	Health	&	Safety	Hazard

https://atpscan.global.hornetsecurity.com/?d=HNunL0h3Mq8GeW5p5uN5q08s1LhH21wdxEvsaMWqqRk&f=bL2ZFftS-aVCEpbvmiS4qxEwb_5tLCTW7CdLJQQCXWOs2hADCNcTUq1KY-prx3m_&i=&k=bsdk&m=SlMImsRuAOF5iASO9UDp-T2u_MmrWdkeR1pNMYXBY-o80hCbDbGyI0mBwQVylHlkLor3Q2jo5-1TFK99FwSZTUG7JxG_K0uYsyJDryVN6pcgJ_TseOt7FWevUIwsy8id&n=f-WrTanx3yY-s1WKKwdxUjKyvJ9QM9EsG0iJ2g485kVnqtqLEqU3u3Ty-ojiB-kN5UQW9dTq4MiZ4uVnlUMytOp-cdL286O82Ob-fUbEBZY&r=i14kY_dFVavrsvdtA3BEYeZ4f9U9tk22dA7VCCCOu52NrhQjmkdWaBBiLC2e7M71&s=71ecd4b5060f0616d34ae23d9b265b511e61ef419a0d5d3bb9be8751bbca460f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.actionagainstfoxhunting.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F08%2FBattle-ESRM-Public-Liability-Insurance-compressed-1.pdf
https://atpscan.global.hornetsecurity.com/?d=NTj791M7tTWpwU6WDTLp8RhMZqbwjylI55p9EeXUOwU&f=xtqaDGyH1lUncxQ_gMJlnaS_LaFt4zB6pl5kPhGB3KndQ-tgiANQAtalcj_OslXn&i=&k=oA88&m=UReHhmUqfQCTgSLXbR6GzzKsygIu2fhppxCbE0Gi3TTHNhytGG9g0xsLEPi0wkrzjG6iS1apE1dAf1mD4PxEZxi5EMTVIP6PBnuVSQimlToPNUJg35CLxDP3_1hgNyU7&n=sXEoA12u4Hfye4_X2uGarVj_8Qod8R2w1tTm01ufAsy3vRua2ygS-cHeai11cN1OmNJw7N-7x7g8dkN0YnXx9mv4lN0gVqTrfCdsMryKBPQ&r=QLKuIRzoacw0-kRCNX3YTcUxtIQO3Yp5V9s8UW_yQeLM1N8Lgc_5lBTpB3cw7TS4&s=6dcf63b70016476a1461eac48f9d3652fe34a85e1aabd9947b245003632db86f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dogsforgood.org%2Fgood-advice%2Fzoonoses%2F
https://atpscan.global.hornetsecurity.com/?d=XP6AbhfZ06KRALBFUj49XBQTY0KCfE7u6-7Pc0XugA0&f=Y9PYAr9ekR9_VzbSjUTbMXHq0z8AwAzKa3xibD642gN8jn7NxjKac_bLmGe0ZFkb&i=&k=qSN6&m=rjbitFe8asiBETfM0SGLqNfhKMpAGnRhMkrGIshgxd-lSKPOdwIByzgPHgj4mkOCOtSxdyQQAzMqJ2HFE0IwcReWfVTqzg63OUDDxgXAKNX7DVDYAAn8Lyhi7Lgncq9y&n=wrZNzPIVmHTqYLdwLZtNIRNQgL8RQFPhP5btblzNyP11c7yq4_YepPHn0Lxsn5WdcdsguFKSVZ3wrNBk2yoeRud2t2aPlMw5yPcNnQn-1VI&r=9I5qi2WZRh7eJR0wOSykertzPnMqP1SZhE4JhqEj5lId0sNDU5-F4Z-i2an41LT0&s=47c0def07d47cb4162197f1898345ac5757d763a5f8f2a4f4e51831864ef2bfd&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.horseandhound.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fbovine-tb-confirmed-kimblewick-hounds-614291
https://atpscan.global.hornetsecurity.com/?d=H9zmsNyDGF-iwDpXbeIFWFWvF8J-mnwy1kU_sI8CHRs&f=OjLCcCEHc7cHEjQwfsP9DTQ33dLxj-7ZCn206kt9-gE-eRGfCTs9_hwSulGZakQl&i=&k=wWsZ&m=BRDB8Cl8aT7ICbBGjM9-rOTNpDdAW9lciKP442zxZy--GvwFm0z58LH_fZOVFmdGJhdy46ncwBUpC4fb03wKS5Yujhnaix_kqnb9BvGK6MKRwcCB3C35gsIWov2fEfZf&n=WE2i0FgdPxYMbMNDnaqdP1t0x6EK3D4BTTp31a4keHIRkIOUbccpLoo7VY2MLFTxz6bakSH8pX3yGP0m9COY99U03vTQ4P4psJFP6sE7DW4&r=ygjkYqM9KfraTAYGr9KR1nFdzUhwaTauaPQFMPVn_lwX1YW5mS7bornnMsdRlalK&s=f18a8c9c4ad6404d6f60f37c33d1590cf7034fe454d83f50230d65239761733e&u=https%3A%2F%2Fprotectthewild.org.uk%2Fcampaign%2Fleaked-messages-reveal-foxhound-deaths-and-public-health-risk-in-hunt-kennels%2F
https://atpscan.global.hornetsecurity.com/?d=cLNG-AybKg3BKenUXBVKhE3GAn9aDXD9_dTNHeUG7PA&f=LA-Q6BGhG3p0WqX2q2zNZ2jtPwlH-ARON7-38YdlKQkVm0QxTQHpdOJyD_izHN1x&i=&k=brkh&m=u6imrsHuPg_kkoVJYxJ1jSjfra3H3pN0OqXaCxhPPhim5vtCXt58hFEyvAnitTdIHh4jK0n6BkwsvGeNyJnX0CedU52DUYWHqEtj0HQD1Wksxe-32pH5Bm55JA8Es9bK&n=H_s1QIFFKqUXO8ViKyrl-kOnY_fJ_3yi0SESPx0uRDg0QS08eZUkPB3m90XLcAwmQN0GZQ9ZPTSofRMKEYsbF2sLD2maJxqtzAu8bm6vVWE&r=9cdakMF4FhPl_auzZCoyYVYuT4TTSnvDf4k8woBxUJjYPd0lfkukf9s73XDVerON&s=85186f1f37e9dabbfd54fa567b3dbbaf93e0ac0afec4d141a2f3670d7a389186&u=https%3A%2F%2Ftheecologist.org%2F2017%2Fmar%2F09%2Fofficial-cover-are-hunting-hounds-cryptic-carrier-bovine-tb
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/animal-by-product-categories-site-approval-hygiene-and-disposal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/animal-by-product-operating-plants-approved-premises
https://www.hse.gov.uk/agriculture/topics/visitor-attractions.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/agriculture/topics/zoonoses.htm
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-13463569/urgent-warning-families-petting-farm-visis-children-hospitalised.html
https://atpscan.global.hornetsecurity.com/?d=AP0jLjXN3Hur92GTC_RSflAnDA61VTY9f00EXbp87rU&f=lRxKx3ZWz5l3EdRjT-6zkVCPi2qI1wfKe5a1bC7x3MVNu_pzf7z1yLR2EyGMyCQP&i=&k=NqQm&m=ja6Zl9IMW0VpJfYHquLAPDZ8cB64iY2JmU6QhMy0H5JTUfS92UkN6Fd596Hx-keFeWclD7t3U0PlTf_ibXKRJNg3K0FcassaYjRkvl3vhadcrdG0yUmtfbOUhrVIOHdu&n=8pTswQX3h5auQt_aKI4TqD3hCUIhHMu_yPFwJEAB2f1Sfzd179DEVTRjtNDYKzXFaB5TTJ-LBWLqjzJujvrh41K2FutSBNspYHsNuQ7BX9o&r=-q542foNrP9Fa6Ky_Xusor8WMFawVptoHCajIz0k2kv4nHRjdPXqQPN9qd0wfwQt&s=1df6475f546539e69106aed4831bcf2126f0f87600af61fdae1212c5437e58ac&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mirror.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fuk-news%2Fsuspected-parasite-infection-outbreak-28-35147251
https://atpscan.global.hornetsecurity.com/?d=89rrknZ9yPGWKfaLI32M7T6egLb4IqsfLGMFAi8DuvM&f=v5oXAoCIGzr5b5DhE5NberOyZAdk6Bqf-V9IC_HLk2o7fIRBohuu3IMJvUO_Epmh&i=&k=EYbS&m=O2P60OTtsD3NQEon5Jq_LlBFBmmwSdBbv8mJcFNE1LS_sHqSPksmeE4LDvRj7ZauImp14VZVjlinei5lyTQUIjjXsm7_cM9GVVsKMVmIZIAV6U88z6SFYIvw1R-bKO7V&n=E5IFFirz4nODjkk3jiZM5DAOnVxDWxEDT0-NLhMsL-qxt6iuh9J5oakPOFMENsbh9vclFBsiU2Bv1NXScMsQ5lYDRN-9vVAEvtlrA2GQJuc&r=7EUlLnl4Zsx92dXr99juTerbefyB_SX7XK1FPmLrjp3tr6n63dSDgbThQfyCnDdB&s=260490cfed3697312c66ff3863e3f46cb1193b98c3a1b96184eddce201154280&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.psychologytoday.com%2Fgb%2Fblog%2Fhorse-brain-human-brain%2F202411%2Fhorse-sports-high-risk-low-control
https://atpscan.global.hornetsecurity.com/?d=PeLbnV7-YzVoIFJayFVqI4m-9G-C58KQ55-gqNztvrc&f=GcSxNPDuWnn4bA994pVwGiOJkzocTMFiXfaFrCClXl9B-XvXI-SFIWENsoNivHtq&i=&k=WwrO&m=yF-KOchJyeZagAkiSEO754R0dvejMoyEWct41mdmpnrKp69Og24Uy-A75jsB08D7ODRvlq5zp80rebHhyz0FavHluCeB3qiP0YYbWggf1t9WaX9amlR2Qk0KzCJy6BEK&n=5pDY6BX-i6jk1lREL_910ggmwI1fw3Co9KNOs0EkxoGqmlu-mmSoCWSzmKVR08K4ncfgDI6d6go8JqK64HkjGHyPLNF2nTTEslz25zvKsXQ&r=fssN703hDy3ukkdiBvQSD0SdF7RHL7y8z781ONEGdbvR0HudLCU4e0PeEFpnRqla&s=2147d345ce2ec37692c8563281876b604c990410bff1d40691f5ba3731f6995b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justhorseriders.co.uk%2Fblogs%2Fnews%2Fhow-dangerous-is-horse-riding-unveiling-the-risks-and-safety-tips%3Fsrsltid%3DAfmBOoq1HMjtd-12emYZmsDL2qqKoAYgUJnq8NnnvNBBfFa6QT_ZPRln
https://atpscan.global.hornetsecurity.com/?d=PzyKmq9572l9qm1uS-TJHWpXA4gLzmXeNKCe14Mx9Js&f=tzUvAFvtfR1MATC-LGV-tgN-8Vgfx4vMSeemJlkb-1-Fw7bbZN6zhNR2vVwxcGYp&i=&k=dF9z&m=GRckYAq-_DLo1uCRi1SH2pDxwxWYzH7abdWO8PPwEyotRO-t_LHRORuzaIEiLwZmKMaIz0bLvuPHHRA2gd1RxEGEhG6IusOj5rbE3J9pVL5fQO-H0YNHhA-XUir6wdtk&n=GSfOx5X0_9NovliM8ENfP0u17c8Pu6IfdFZpQtoDGsLc4wAgDAOTZiwdjYKcF-D0tWo-5f1RBEB70mV2PTk8I0Elp5cWMgrxQtwl2d2bhqc&r=3j8wZKTJS1yZrX-4L5gVQmvdjhohncdS0VBfCXxkhZOc_JJn83haIpQqiqX4u_bN&s=cbccb7483f332994bb77380315fae68829e863e8e7ceccbf4dfd170eb1eec689&u=https%3A%2F%2Fpembrokeshire-herald.com%2F82011%2Fbarley-saturday-organisers-apologise-following-incident-which-saw-woman-injured-by-horse%2F%23google_vignette
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Hunts	ABS	-	Health	&	Safety	Hazard

3)	Traffic	and	Public	Safety
The	Hunts	must	not	stop	or	obstruct	traffic	without	a	TTRO.	There	must	be	no	risk	that
emergency	services	could	be	hindered.	Any	marshal	must	be	trained	personnel.	Where
horses	and	hounds	use	roads	past	the	public,	cordons/barriers	should	be	in	place.
Where	Hunts	are	likely	to	obstruct	vehicles,	official	road	closures	should	be	secured.
Proper	road	closures	allow	emergency	services	to	plan	alternaSve	routes,	potenSally
saving	lives.

Road	closures	should	be	secured	using	TTROs	to	ensure	councils	are	covered	if	an
accident	occurs.	Insurers	expect	traffic	management	under	lawful	powers;	SecSon	21	of
TCPA	1847	is	too	anSquated	to	meet	these	requirements.	Closing	roads	without	legal
authority	exposes	organisers	and	councils	to	liability,	and	insurers	may	refuse	claims,
risking	financial	loss.	Councils	owe	a	duty	of	care	to	road	users	and	pedestrians.

	

4)	Insurance

As	stated	above,	the	organiser’s	insurance	does	not	cover	transmission	of	disease	or
accidents	caused	by	visiSng	riders	and	horses.	It	may	be	invalidated	if	there	is	either	no
road	closure,	or	an	inadequate	road	closure.	This	may	leave	the	council	liable	to	‘foot
the	bill’	if	there	is	an	incident	with	no	other	financial	recourse.

5)	Public	Order
HunSng	is	a	controversial	acSvity	that	can	a2ract	protesters,	creaSng	a	foreseeable	risk
of	confrontaSon	and	disorder.

As	these	events	take	place	on	public	land,	a	council	may	expose	itself	to	poor	public
regard	and	financial	liability	where	it	has	taken	no	acSon	to	avoid	this	risk.

6)	AcDons	for	the	Council
We	have	provided	a	detailed	assessment	of	the	risks	associated	with	any	Boxing	Day	or
New	Year’s	Day	meet.	This	assessment	was	submi2ed	in	advance	to	support	the
prevenSon	of	sickness	or	injury	to	the	public,	parScularly	children.	The	Council’s	focus
should	be	on	prevenSng	incidents	rather	than	dispuSng	accountability	before	or	aker
an	incident.	We	have	discharged	our	responsibility	by	advising	you	of	these	risks.	We
will	a2end	the	meet	ourselves	to	monitor	safety	and	record	any	incidents.	The	next
steps	now	rest	with	the	Council.	It	is	for	you	to	decide	what	miSgaSng	acSons	should	be
taken.

Please	let	me	know	what	measures	this	Council	will	be	taking	to	address	and	enforce
the	above.

Alyson	Garre2
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